
“The Garden of Eden”                                                                   April 26, 2015 
Genesis 2:4-17 !
SI:  Chapter 1 of Genesis shows us creation in the big picture, the grand sweep. 
The earth and moon, sun and stars, trees and plants, whales and fish of the sea, 
   birds and every kind of animal.  Everything in all creation.   
We saw last week that the crown of creation was God making man 
   in his own image and likeness on the sixth day. !
Chapter 2, which we start this morning, is another account of the creation, 
   but it focuses exclusively on mankind.   
It’s like going to Google Maps, starting with a view of the whole globe, 
   and then zooming in on one address. 
That address is the first home of the first man—the Garden of Eden.   
!
INTRO:  Let me read you something: 
“There is a place called Fairyland.   
   It’s a lovely spot, tucked away like a little world of its own. 
People live in Fairyland. 
   But if you know where to look, you can also see elves and gnomes. 
The names of the little streets and lanes that grace this place tell you as much: 
   There is Wood Nymph Trail and Elfin Road, Pied Piper Street,  
   Rainbow Drive and Oberon Trail.   
You remember who he was?  Oberon was the king of the fairies.” !
“The seasons in Fairyland are all picture-book perfect. 
   Hot and leafy green summers, crisp falls with brilliant orange leaves, 
   Snow in the winters and sometimes sparkling ice storms,  
   blossoms and budding things in spring. 
In my youth I lived near Fairyland, and sometimes now it’s in my dreams.” !
Question:  Is Fairyland a real place?  Yes.  It’s in Georgia.  On Lookout Mtn.  
It’s the little community where Rock City is located.  See Rock City! 
   The people who live there don’t pronounce it Fairy-land, they say “Farralun.” 
If you’ve been to Rock City, you know it has a gnome and elf theme. 
   I don’t know why, but it does. 
   So all the streets in Fairyland have names that reflect the theme.  Fairy tale names. 
   And some people who are into it have little gnome and elf statuettes in yards. 



Fairyland is just around the corner from Covenant College and I drove through it  
   every time I went up and down the mountain as a college student. 
It is a lovely spot, with four distinct seasons.  And I do dream about it sometimes. !
Here’s my point.   
The Garden of Eden was a real place, just as real as Fairyland, Georgia. 
   But the way it is described, it sounds like a mythological place. 
We’re given barely any details, and those we are given fill us with questions. 
   What sort of a place was this first home of man? 
   A garden, planted by God with beautiful fruit trees? 
Two trees in the middle of the garden mysteriously called 
   the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? 
Myths are made up stories that are intended to explain to why things are 
   the way they are—and that’s what this seems like. 
But it’s not.  Eden is placed solidly in geography and history. 
   It is presented to us as a real place.   
It was located in the east.  East of what?  East of Israel. 
   Remember the book of Genesis written by Moses.  Israelites the first readers. 
   So Moses tells them where it was—over there to the east of us.   
That’s a little vague.  Can you get any more specific, Moses? 
   Well, it was in the proximity of four rivers—Pishon, Gihon, Tigris, Euphrates. 
   Two of those rivers still exist today—Tigris and Euphrates. 
Due to changes in climate over millennia, the other two are not known— 
   though satellite imagery has located ancient riverbeds in the area. 
   About all we can say is Eden was located somewhere in what is modern day Iraq.  !
So the Garden of Eden was a real place, just like Adam and Eve were real people. 
   This is real history.  It’s not mythology. 
And yet, it functions for us like mythology. 
   Because what the Garden of Eden is intended to show what life in this world 
   is supposed to be.  It is intended to show us human life as God intended. 
And it does so by painting for us a very evocative picture  
   that is intended to stir our imaginations and our longings  
   for life as God made it to be.   !
Why did Jesus Christ come?  Why did the eternal Son of God become a man, 
   take on human nature, enter into this very world he created? 
Why did he suffer and die and rise again?  Why did he ascend into heaven? 



   Why did he send us his Holy Spirit?  Why is he coming again? 
He told us, John 10:10.   
   “I have come that they might have life, and have it abundantly.” !
Life!  He came to bring life, abundant life, life that is really life 
   to all people who believe in him and trust in him. 
He came to reverse the effects of the fall, and make it possible for men and women, 
   boys and girls to know life that is really life, starting now and perfect later. 
Well, here in Genesis, at the very beginning of things,  
   we have a picture of what life really is. 
It’s not just “being alive” in a biological sense. 
   It’s something wonderful, something we should want a try to experience now. 
   And it’s ultimately something we get only through Jesus.   !
So what is it?  In the Garden of Eden, life characterized by four things . . .  
   I’ll give them to you we go.  Credit where credit is due:  Sermon by G. Lennox.   !
MP#1  Life is the enjoyment of beauty. 
After God created the whole universe, he planted a garden for man’s first home. 
   Why a garden, of all things?  Well, what is a garden? 
A garden is plants—trees, flowers, shrubs. 
   Gardens can have rock formations, ponds, flowing water, walkways and paths.  
A garden consists of things of nature, but it’s more than bare nature. 
   It’s nature that has been manipulated by a creative mind. 
And the thing you do in a garden is that you look at it. 
   That’s the fundamental purpose of a garden, to delight the eye. 
You notice the artistry, the shape, colors, contrasts. 
   You see the work and the planning—sometimes over years and decades. 
You might even get inspired and look at your own yard differently. !
My sister worked for Biltmore House and Gardens in Asheville for several years. 
   The grounds of that estate are stunning.   
As you take the long driveway to the mansion, at every curve you come upon 
   woodland scenes that seem to be staged, they are so perfect— 
   perfectly placed trees and boulders and glades of ferns. 
That’s because they were staged.  The grounds were designed by Fredrick Olmsted. 
   He was the landscape engineer who designed Central Park. 
   Vanderbilt hired him and he created a masterpiece continues to mature 100 years. 



!
Now here’s the point, God planted a garden for man as his first home. 
And look what Genesis says about this garden, read verse 9 again. 
   And the LORD God made all kinds of tree grow out of the ground,  
   trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. 
What was God’s priority in these trees? 
   We would tend to think, nourishment first.  Fruit trees for Adam to eat. 
   But that’s second.  First he made them pleasing to the eye. !
The point is that life is more than food.  There’s more to life than just surviving. 
   God’s first priority was to make a place of beauty.   
Because an essential part of what it means to be human is the appeal  
   of beauty and artistry and design. 
True you can’t live without food, but our need for beauty is much more significant. 
   It’s one of the major differences between humans and animals. 
Your dog will enjoy the food you feed him, but he can’t enjoy beauty. 
   And even when it comes to food, dogs don’t care how it is presented— 
   you could throw it on the ground, for all he cares. 
But our pleasure is increased by a well-set table, by artful presentation. 
People can be reduced to a condition where they will eat slop out of a bucket.   
   It happens when human beings are treated like animals. 
Think of the prison camps in North Korea where generations of Christians  
   and other enemies of the state are treated this way.   
   The deprivation of beauty is one of the cruelties inflicted on them. 
God did not create a world like that—a gray, colorless, utilitarian world. 
   He delights in color and artistry and design— 
   and he created beings like him to enjoy it alongside one another.  !
Jesus Christ came to secure eternal, abundant life for his people. 
   That means life in which beauty can be fully enjoyed. 
Just look at the descriptions of the new earth in Prophets and Revelation. 
   That’s what we have to look forward to, world restored, ugliness removed. 
This has so many applications that we don’t have time to develop. !
One is that we shouldn’t be governed by purely utilitarian concerns. 
   Let’s build cheapest and tackiest building so can send more money to missions. 
Another, do what you can to surround your children with beauty, help appreciate. 
   That doesn’t mean art museums, might mean flowers on table, candles at supper. 



Another, recognize that because of sin, beauty can become an idol. 
   It can become more important than people or God, so have to be aware of that. 
   But our stance toward beauty is always positive, because this life God has made. !
We have to rush on to the next point:   !
MP#2  Life is the pursuit of curiosity and discovery   
In this very sparse description of the Garden of Eden, 
   why is so much space taken up talking about these rivers? 
A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four 
headwaters.  The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, 
where there is gold.  (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.) 
   What does that have to do with anything?  It seems so random? 
The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush.  The name 
of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Asshur.  And the fourth river is the 
Euphrates. 
What do these rivers tell us about life in the Garden, life as God intended it to be? !
When I was a boy, I discovered Spring Creek. 
   It starts at the big spring in downtown Tuscumbia, winds through Sheffield 
   getting wider and wider, and then it joins the Tennessee River. 
But I didn’t know that at first.  When I was 8, 9, 10 years old, there was a section 
   of Spring Creek behind my friend’s house.   
We would tramp around there, skip rocks, hang out under a bridge. !
Then we got older, and one of our friends had a flat bottomed boat— 
   and we would go further down Spring Creek where it was deeper. 
   We would swim and fish for brim, pull over to the shore and explore. 
And then one day we took it all they way out into the Tennessee River— 
   which is very wide and very powerful—actually frightening.   
But we would paddle right up next to the shore, along the bluffs. 
   There were caves there, probably caves used by Creek Indians. 
   We would tie up the boat and go into those caves.  Sometime light a fire. 
For me and my friends, it ignited a sense of curiosity, a sense of discovery. 
   We felt like Lewis and Clark.   
   We wondered what it would be like to head down river, where would it take us? !
Well, this passage tells us where.   
It says that if you take this river, it winds through the whole land of Havilah. 



   And if you dig there, you will find gold and other precious stones.   
What’s this about?  It’s about life as God intended it to be. 
   Following the river—curiosity and discovery. 
   It’s a fundamental aspect of life for people made in God’s image. 
One of the joys of church life is watching covenant children grow up. 
   Watching them play so hard together, hearing their shouts of joy in the halls. 
And then seeing them move into youth and start to develop interests— 
   like we’ve seen this morning—interest in music—or for others, 
   interest in computers or photography or reading or sports. 
And then to see them graduate from high school and going on to pursue 
   something even more specific—business or medicine or teaching or engineering.  
What are they doing?  Following the river.  Exploring God’s world.   
   Listening to his calling.  Pursuing a vocation—curiosity and discovery. !
That’s how God has made us, and that is the life Jesus died to secure for us forever.   
What will life in the new heavens and new earth be but curiosity and discovery 
   as we explore God’s new creation in all its fullness. 
Do you remember what the children in the last Narnia book shouted 
   when they came into Aslan’s restored kingdom after the last battle? 
   “Further up and further in.” 
We’re not there yet, the Garden of Eden has not yet been restored,  
   so what’s the application? !
Once again, I have to be very brief—but just one thought. 
Push back against all the cultural trends that deaden your imagination 
   and curiosity—yours and your children’s. 
I don’t have to spell out what those things are—mindless, idiotic entertainment, 
   hours spent in front of the computer or TV screen—there’s a world out there! 
   There are rivers to be explored.  Gold and precious stones to be mined.   
Work that out for yourself. 
   Genesis describes for us what God has intended our lives to be. 
   This is what it means to be fully human, and this is what it means to be a  
   responsible Christian.  !
That brings us to the third aspect of life in the Garden, closely related. !



!
MP#3  Life is good, hard work 
Genesis 2:15   
   “And God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.” 
Life as God created it to be is a working life. !
God himself is a worker.  He is the first person who did any work. 
   And when he rested on the seventh day from his creative work— 
   he began a work that he has been doing ever since—sustaining creation. 
We are made in his image.   
   And when God put Adam in the Garden, he gave him work to do. 
   Adam was a farmer and a watchman. 
So there was work in the perfection of the Garden of Eden. !
Yes, work was cursed by the fall—we will get to that in chapter 3. 
   But work itself is not a curse.  It’s essential to life as God intended it to be.   
   God has made us to work, and he has added many blessings and satisfactions to it.   
And because God made this world so complicated, with so many different 
   tasks that need doing, he has made a great variety of work— 
   and he calls people to work in different fields. 
But he smiles on it all.  It is all good and holy to him. !
This is one of the great doctrines recovered by the Reformation. 
The Medieval Church carved up life into two parts— 
   they called them the spiritual estate and the temporal estate. 
The spiritual estate was the high road, it was the holy road that most pleased God. 
   And the people who took that road worked in the church— 
   they were priests, monks, and nuns. 
The temporal estate was the low road, and everybody else took it— 
   they were butchers and bakers and candlestick makers. 
There was nothing sinful about that lower work— 
   but you would simply never achieve the same level of holiness as the other. !
The Reformation brought the church back to a biblical view of work. 
   And it started here in Genesis—with God making man to work and blessing it. 
This is the way Luther put it: 



“. . . the works of monks and priests do not differ one whit in the sight of God from the works of 
the laborer in the field or the woman going about her household tasks, but all works are 
measured before God by faith alone.” !
William Perkins, a later Puritan, wrote: 
   The work of a shepherd tending sheep is as good a work before God as is the action of  
   a judge giving a sentence, or a minister preaching. 
William Tyndale—translator of English Bible, burned at the stake for faith, wrote: 
   “There is a difference between washing of dishes and preaching the Word of God, 
   but as far as it pleases God, none at all.” !
God gives us each a little garden, a little portion of this world to work and care for. 
   It might be a classroom, or an office, or a store, or a home— 
This is where he has put you, and this is where you work for him. 
Whether you are a hair stylist or an accountant, a plumber or a pastor or a nurse, 
   you got there because God sparked your interest, he made you the way you are, 
   he opened certain doors—and this is where you work for him. 
This means we honor all work, all callings.  To be anti-work is to be anti-human. 
   To look down on certain work is to look down on God who made it !
And as Christians, because we do know God, and because we know his Son Jesus— 
   our work is especially blessed.  Because we know exactly who working for. 
No matter who your human boss may be, your real boss is the Lord. 
   You are serving him, and that fills your days and hours with meaning. !
And that brings us to the last aspect of life as God intended. !
MP#4  Life as God intended it to be is deeply relational 
To truly live is to be connected in profound ways with other persons— 
   starting with the greatest person, God himself. !
In the creation account of Genesis 1, God is referred to throughout the chapter   
   by the word “Elohim.”  In the beginning Elohim created the heavens and earth. 
And Elohim said, Let there be light. 
   And Elohim saw all that he had made and it was very good. 
Elohim is the general Hebrew word for God. 
   It’s God as a sort of title.  God as transcendent Creator, distinct from creation. !
But in chapter 2, starting in verse 4, there is a dramatic change. 



As we have seen, this chapter zooms from the grand sweep of the universe 
   to God’s special creation of mankind and human life as he made it to be. 
The dramatic change is that a new name for God appears. 
   In chapter 1, he is always and only Elohim—God. 
   But in chapter 2 he is Yahweh Elohim—LORD God. 
That’s the way most English versions translate it. 
   “When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens . . . now the LORD God 
   had planted a garden . . . the LORD God took the man and put him in Garden.” !
You may notice that this word LORD is in all capital letters. 
That’s the way English translators signal to us that this is the name Yahweh. 
   And this is very important to understand, it’s crucial. 
LORD is not a good translation because it sounds like a title, 
   and Yahweh is not a title—it’s God’s personal name.   
It’s the name for himself he first gave to Abraham when he called him to faith. 
   It’s the name for himself he swore on when he made promises to Abraham. 
It’s the name for himself he used when he delivered his people from slavery. 
   Remember when Moses went to Pharaoh he said: 
   Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to say to you:  Let my people go! 
This is the name by which God reveals himself personally and by which he saves.   !
So Moses wrote the Genesis creation account. 
   The first readers were the Israelites, newly delivered from slavery. 
    They read chapter one.  Yes, God made world, we sort of knew that already. 
And then they read chapter two and it was a theological earthquake. 
   This God who made all things is Yahweh. !
Yahweh, who called Abraham and gave him a promised son. 
   Yahweh, who heard our groaning in slavery and loved us and delivered us. 
   Yahweh, who has wants us to love him, has given his laws so know how. 
The God who made all things has a name and he as revealed that name to us. 
   He knows us and he wants us to know him. 
   Think what this means for human life.  It’s profound. !
It means that woven into the very essence of our lives is personal relationship. 
   We haven’t gotten to Eve yet—her creation is next.   
   And those horizontal relations between human beings essential aspect of life. 
But this is where it starts.  This is why we are relational in the first place. 



   Because God is personal and he has made it possible for us to know him, 
   to enter into a relationship with him. !
It’s not like our relationship with other people—for one thing, we can’t see him. 
   He is so high above us, he communicates in ways we can understand. 
And ultimately, he went so far as to become a person of Jesus Christ to show us  
   what he is like and to overcome the great divide of sin. 
But we can know him, we can commune with him, pray to him, know he is near, 
   see his hand in our lives, guiding and comforting. 
And that’s why I trust all of you are here.  To know him better. 
   St. Augustine said:  You have made us for yourself, hearts restless till rest in you. !
Life.  Life as God intended it to be.  Life made possible by a God we can know— 
   Jesus Christ who came that we might have abundant life. 
One day Eden will be restored.  That’s the great promise.  New heavens, new earth. 
   But even this side of that perfect kingdom, let’s affirm and enjoy together 
   this life of beauty, curiosity, work and love that he has made. 


