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Inquirer’s Class Manual

Introduction

Welcome to Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church.

This book is written to give you an overview of wi@hrist Covenant Presbyterian Church is all
about. We use itin conjunction with an InquireZlass for people who are interested in joining thi
church. Ideally, people will read this book befatiending the Inquirer’'s Class. This enable®us t
discuss pertinent questions during that time.

This book basically describes what we believe ther€h of the Lord Jesus Christ is supposed to be
and what it is supposed to do. Our basis for thetiefs is the Word of God, the Bible. We aspire
simply to be the church. Because we are sinnaisiraperfect people we do not realize our
aspirations perfectly. As the Protestant reformisesl to say, the Church must always be reforming,
that is, growing closer to the biblical ideal.

We hope this book and class will be helpful to gswyou consider the place God has for you in His

Church. Please feel free to ask any questionsnayuhave, either at the class or to one of ourglde
or the pastor.

We thank the Rev. Charles Garland of Decatur Ptesby Church for his help with this manual.
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Procedure For Joining And Membership Profile

Read this manual.

Attend the four Inquirer’s Class sessions dyutire Sunday school hour.
Fill out the "Membership Profile" completelydcareturn it to an elder.
Meet with the elders and give your testimonrief form:

What you believe about Christ.

The basis for your hope of acceptance by God.

How you came to Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church

Answer the five membership vows in the affirmatibefore the elders.

Stand before the congregation on a Sunday mgpamd answer the five membership vows in
the affirmative. (If you have never been bagat, you must be baptized at this time.)

***The elders customarily meet on the third Sun@agning of the month. Please let the pastor
or one of the elders know if you want to meet vifttm and they will put you on the agenda.



Membership Profile

Date

Name
(Last)

(First)

(Middle)

Address

Phone

Occupation

Birth date:

Month:

ay: D Year

Business
Address

Business
Phone

Fax

Beeper

School (if
applicable)

Marital Status: ( )Married ( )Widowed ( )Divad

Name of Spouse: (if married)

( )Single

Baptized? ( ) yes

Baptized? ( ) yes

Baptized? ( ) yes

Baptized? ( ) yes

Children:

Name Birthday
Name Birthday
Name Birthday
Name Birthday
Name Birthday

Baptized? ( ) yes

1. Do you believe that if you died tonight you Webgo to heaven?

[elNe]

(@)
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5 3 3 35 35
o
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2. Suppose you died tonight and were standinge&dod and He asked you, “Why should | let
you into heaven?” What would you say? (In otherdg, how does a person get to heaven?)



Check one of the following:

() I'am joining this church by profession oftfai

() I'am joining this church by reaffirmation faiith.

( ) l'am a member in good standing of anotherdwand | wish to have this church write my
former church to request a letter of transfer.

Name of Previous Church:

Address of Previous Church:

(city) (state) (zip)

Check one of the following:

() I'have not yet been baptized
() I'was baptized in (year) at (namehoirch)

Ministry and Service

1. | believe that my spiritual gift(s) and abilgiare:

2. | would like to be involved in the following msiries in this church:

3. What ministries would you like this church tagbe?

4. | am presently involved in the following minists:

5. | was introduced to this church in the followimgnner:



ll. Statement Of Purpose

"...to Him be glory in the church and in Chrislesus throughout all generations, for
ever and ever! Amen." (Ephesians 3:21)

Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church exists to giwgy to the one true and living God. Through
God's grace in Jesus Christ we are His peopleHand our God.

"Then Jesus came and said to them, 'All authority heaven and on earth has been given to Me.
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, biamg them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching themm dbey everything | have commanded you.
And surely | am with you always, to the very endtbé age.™ (Matthew 28:18-20)

God calls us, in reliance upon His grace, to gydtifim by making Him known through evangelism
and missions, by incorporating people into the bafdyre church, and by building up believers to
maturity in knowing God's Word and in lovingly olrey Him.

lll. Philosophy Of Ministry

"They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaclang to the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone wasddlwith awe, and many wonders and
miraculous signs were done by the apostles. Ad thelievers were together and had
everything in common. Selling their possessiongiggoods, they gave to anyone as he
had need. Every day they continued to meet togeth¢he temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad asidcere hearts, praising God and
enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Loadided to their number daily those
who were being saved.” (Acts 2: 42-47)

Following the pattern of meeting all together ie temple courts and house to house in small
groups we focus our corporate life on two main nmgst

1. Public worship, and Sunday school, on the Isdbdly and
2. Small Group meetings on Wednesday evenindgeathiurch and in homes nearby.
These groups are called Covenant Groups.

In order to keep these two meetings as top prionieykeep other programs to a minimum and
we channel much of our ministry through them. @we main areas of ministry are:

Worship
Discipleship
Witness
Fellowship
Mercy



WORSHIP

"And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to tatkee scroll and to open its seals, because
you were slain, and with your blood you purchase@émfor God from every tribe and

language and people and nation. You have made therhe a kingdom and priest to serve our
God, and they will reign on the earth.’

Then | looked and heard the voice of many angelsymbering thousands upon thousands,

and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encidclee throne and the living creatures and
the elders. In a loud voice they sang: Worthythe lamb, who was slain, to receive power and
wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glanyd praise!

Then | heard every creature in heaven and on eaatihd under the earth and on the sea, and
all that is in them, singing: "To him who sits othe throne and to the Lamb be praise and
honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!" Tiaur living creatures said "Amen" and
the elders fell down and worshipped.” Revelation®14

Public worship is a meeting of the triune God wilis chosen people. Christians come to
participate in worship rather than to sit passiveBod Himself, who promises to be present with
us, is the one audience.

It is important for families to worship togethéie believe that our children need to see their
parents and the rest of the covenant family boveddrb God in worship. This is the pattern we
see in Scripture. This means that parents mustttrair children to sit quietly and reverently
during worship. We provide a nursery for our yoestgchildren through age four.

The end of public worship, and of each element,a$ ithe glory of God. Therefore even though
as worshipers we enjoy and benefit from worship,foaus is on exalting God and not people.

The Scriptures are our only source for the prirespf public worship. They indicate that the
proper elements of public worship are: reading@m@ching of the Holy Scriptures; singing of
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs; prayers; gieingfferings; confessing the faith; observing
the sacraments; and on special occasions takig.oat

Our worship is centered on the preaching of Godisd/Mnd the sacraments, and we sing a
mixture of traditional and contemporary hymns aodgs. We celebrate the Lord's Supper
weekly.

DISCIPLESHIP

"It was he who gave some to be apostles, some tprbphets, some to be evangelists, and
some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare Goetple for works of service, so that the body
of Christ may be built up until we all reach unitiy the faith and in the knowledge of the Son
of God and become mature, attaining to the wholeasere of the fullness of Christ.

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back dodh by the waves, and blown here and
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunniaigd craftiness of men in their deceitful



scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, w#l in all things grow up into him who is
the Head, that is Christ. From him the whole bodgined and held together by every
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself in leyas each part does its work."
Ephesians 4:11-16

We believe every Christian should grow to be matuitas faith and in his knowledge of the
Scripture. Therefore, we do not take a paternalggiproach to church in which hired staff do
the work of ministry and people come to be enteediand served. Instead we want to equip
Christians to understand and apply the Scriptunés@do the "works of service" in the Church,
in their families and in their vocations.

We seek to equip believers through:

1. The preaching of the Word on the Lord’s Day.

2. Adult Sunday School classes.

3. Discussion of the Scriptures in Covenant Groups

SN

. Teaching our Covenant children: **
Sunday School classes for all children;

Kovenant Kids: Wednesday night program for chihdire Kindergarten
through the Bgrade.

Youth Group: Middle School and High School minystrith regular meetings on
Wednesday nights lead by our youth pastor.

5. Women In the Church Bible study and retreats.
6. Periodic Bible conferences and Missions comiegs.

**These ministries are aimed at assistpayents in the spiritual training of their childre
The main responsibility remains with the pasent

WITNESS

"Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his sation day after day. Declare his glory
among the nations, his marvelous deeds among atigdes.” Psalm 96: 2-3

Evangelism: Our focus in evangelism corporately is to procléim gospel from the pulpit and
in the Covenant Groups. The elders are commitiguidy for and witness to lost people.
Individually we seek opportunities to communicdte gospel with unbelieving friends and
family members.



Missions: We take part in the progress of the gospel in tbddaby giving financial and prayer
support to missionaries and by sending missiomagezut from our congregation.

FELLOWSHIP

"Now about brotherly love, we need not write to ydar you yourselves have been taught by
God to love each other.” | Thessalonians 4:9

"Carry each other's burdens, and in this way youlifulfill the law of Christ.”
Galatians 6:2

The primary means for our church to have fellowsipeople building friendships with each
other. Structurally we try to facilitate this thigfuour Covenant Groups, Sunday School,
fellowship on Sunday mornings, the prayer chaibjéstudies, and various church events. The
deacons and the WIC (women in the church) makeigicovfor helping people out in times of
need.

MERCY

"Is not this the kind of fasting | have chosen: tlmose the chains of injustice and untie the
cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free amédbevery yoke? Is it not to share your food
with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderertivshelter--when you see the naked, to
clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesand blood?" Isaiah 58: 6-7

We minister, in the name of Christ, to those wheehghysical and financial needs, first to those
in our own church, and then to the needy in ourrcomty. This ministry of the church is
overseen by the deacons.

In addition to the work led by our deacons, wefiitially support mercy ministries in Cullman
such as the Committee on Church Cooperation (C@@Shepherd’'s Way.



V. What Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church Belge

A. Where Are We In Christendom?

“Christendom” is the all inclusive term for Christian communionghe broadest sense of the
word and would include Roman Catholicism, Easterih@loxy, Protestantism, semi-Christian
cults and sects.

“Protestant” refers to that segment within Christendom whichae-Roman or Eastern
Orthodox and emphasizes the priesthood of all belge the authority of the Bible, justification
by faith, preaching and the two sacraments or ardias of baptism and communion.

“Evangelical” is the term to designate those within Protestanti$ho hold as essential for
adherence to the true faith certain foundationdlindamental (hence the term "Fundamentalist"
in its correct sense) doctrines. While evangditalld the following doctrines to be essential to
the historic Gospel, they may differ with one amotbn non-essential doctrines (non-essential
does not mean insignificant or unimportant, but théierences may exist without deviating from
the true scriptural faith on certain things suclbagtism, the millennium, etc.)

“Reformed” refers to that understanding of Biblical doctrwigich was restored and re-
emphasized in the teaching of the 16th centurymefos. Reformed theology is characterized by
strong emphasis on the sovereignty of God ovemtdidd and the lordship of Christ over every
area of life. Because of John Calvin's excell@t @nduring expressions of biblical doctrine,
Reformed Theology is often referred to as "Calvimiis

“Presbyterian” means church government by elders or presbyters.

Hence our church is an Evangelical Protestant ¢hilvat is both Reformed (in its
theology) and Presbyterian (in its government).

B. Doctrines Held In Common With Most EvangelicalChurches

1. We believe in the inspiration and inerrancy ofScripture. The Bible is the written Word of
God, without error and infallible, and the divingtfority in all matters of faith and life (2
Timothy 3:16).

2. We believe in one God who exists in three perse God is a Trinity consisting of one
substance and three persons: God the Father, @ &bt and God the Holy Spirit. All are
equal in power and glory. (Matthew 28:19; 2 Cdrians 13:14).

3. We believe in the majesty and sovereignty of @o The personal Triune God of the Bible
owns and controls all things according to the celingHis will (Ephesians 1:11; 3:11).



4. We believe that God created the universe out abthing. God alone has existed from all
eternity past and in His wisdom decided to crela¢euniverse using nothing which had pre-
existed (Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Isaiah 44:24).

5. We believe that man was created by GodVlan did not evolve from other species but was
created by God. He was created with dignity it Heawas made in God's image and created in
humility in that his aim was and still is to glgriGod and to enjoy Him forever (Genesis 1:26;
Colossians 3:17).

6. We believe in the fall of man into sin.The voluntary sin of Adam resulted in man's total
depravity. Thus, all men are sinners and are bletta please God on their own merit or save
themselves. (Romans 3:23; 3:9-19; 8:7-8).

7. We believe in God's gracious plan of salvationGod in His mercy chose to provide a
means of salvation for mankind through the sultsbiary atonement of Christ. Jesus Christ
died on a cross to save us from our sins and Heisnly mediator between God and man. As a
mediator, He executes the offices of prophet, peaed king.

8. We believe that God applies the salvation eardéy Christ to us through the Holy
Spirit. This takes place in five stages:

Effectual calling: God the Holy Spirit begins the process by etfally calling us to
Himself, convincing us of our sin, and persuading anabling us to receive Jesus Christ
by faith.

Conversiont Conversion is our conscious response to Goféstehl calling and
regeneration. Conversion may be a precise momeirhe or a longer process. In either
case, conversion will result faith andrepentance two manifestations of being "born
again".

Faith: Trusting Christ alone for our eternal salvation.

Repentance Turning away from sin with remorse, and rediragt/our life to
follow the Lord in holiness.

Justification: God declaring the sinner righteous only becadisehat Christ has done
on the cross. We are declared not guilty beford &al we are adopted into His family.

Sanctification: We are being saved from the power of sin. VWeb@acoming like Christ
and are progressing in holiness (present tense).

Glorification: When we get to heaven, we will be totally safrech the presence of sin.
We will live forever with the Lord. The believessul is received at death and his body
will be raised at the final resurrection.

9. We believe that Christ has given His saved pelepthree ordinary means of grace for

their spiritual growth: the Word, prayer, and the sacraments. He instituted two sacraments
for the Church, baptism and the Lord's Supper (Matt28:19; 1 Corinthians 11:23-24).
Baptism is the sacrament which marks one's entoytive covenant people of God. The Lord's



Supper is the sacrament whereby God's childresprg¢ually nourished with the covenant of
grace.

10. We believe in the Second Coming of Jesus Chris judge the world. Christ will bring

all things to consummation at the judgment, takiigown to be with Him in the new heavens
and new earth. All others will be cast into helidver (1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Revelation
20:11-15).

C. Four Doctrinal Distinctives Of Our Church

1. Presbyterianism
There are main three types of church government.

Hierarchical - Catholic or Methodist
Congregational - Baptists or Bible churches
Presbyterian - Reformed or Presbyterian

The word"Presbyterian” means elder. The Presbyterian form of governrsiemply means
that the Church is governed by elected elders anh congregation. The elders also represent
the congregation in the other “courts” of the Chwurc

The officers of the Church are Deacons and EldEtders include Teaching Elders (Pastors) and
Ruling Elders. The Scripture directs that thesieed be held only by qualified men (I Tim.
2:11-12, 3:1-13).

There are three “courts” in the Presbyterian Chumchmerica.
The Session (the elders of the local church)
The Presbytery (elders from churches in North Atabp
The General Assembly (elders from all the PCA chesg

Our denomination is called "The Presbyterian Chumchmerica" (PCA). Its constitution is:
the Book of Church Order, the Westminster Confeseid-aith, and the Larger and Shorter
Catechisms.

2. The Sovereignty Of God

The sovereignty of God is strongly emphasized impBae. He is represented as the Creator,
and His will as the cause of all things. By virtafeHis creative work, heaven and earth and all
that they contain belong to Him. He is clothedwabsolute authority over the hosts of heaven
and the inhabitants of the earth. He upholdshaiigs with His mighty power and determines the
ends which they are destined to serve. He rulésrasin the most absolute sense of the word,
and all things are dependent on Him and subsertagrim.



God’s sovereignty is beyond the reach of our fathprehension. God reveals these things to us
in order that we may know that we are safe to pwtist in Him and so that we might be
careful to ascribe all glory to Him.

Three concepts are important in understanding Gsml/sreignty.
Providence

God is actively and personally governing and sastgievery part of His universe at this very
moment. He is in control of all He has made. WNathappens apart from His plan and His
purposes cannot be thwarted. This control extémtise decisions made by men and angels.

“He makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants foian to cultivate—bringing forth food
from the earth: wine that gladdens the heart of maoil to make his face shine, and bread
that sustains his heart.” Psalm 104:14-15

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not ookethem will fall to the ground apart from
the will of your Father. And even the very haird pour head are all numbered. So don't be
afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” Naew 10: 29-31

“In him we were also chosen, having been predestirsecording to the plan of him who
works out everything in conformity with the purposé his will, in order that we, who were the
first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise bis glory.” Ephesians 1: 11-12

“From one man he made every nation of men, that yh&hould inhabit the whole earth; and
he determined the times set for them and the exdates where they should live.” Acts 17:26

Free Will

Some people assume that God’s sovereignty imgieelimination of human freedom and
responsibility. The Scriptures, however, mysteslgaffirm both God’s sovereignty and man’s
responsibility. Man’s will is free to choose whre desires. We are not made puppets or robots
because of God’s sovereignty. However, becausgaofs willing slavery to sin, his desire for
God has been destroyed.

“. .. choose for yourselves this day whom youlwérve, whether the gods your forefathers
served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amatite whose land you are living. But as for
me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” Jash24:15

“Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is tHeORD's purpose that prevails.”

Proverbs 19:21

“From that time on Jesus began to preach, ‘Repefu, the kingdom of heaven is near.”
Matthew 4:17

“With many other words he warned them; and he pleabwith them, ‘Save yourselves from
this corrupt generation.” Acts 2:40

“....continue to work out your salvation witheir and trembling, for it is God who works in
you to will and to act according to his good pur@% Philippians 2: 12-13



“There is no one righteous, not even one; therenis one who understands, no one who seeks
God.” Romans 3:10-11

“Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together withe Gentiles and the people of Israel in
this city to conspire against your holy servant deswhom you anointed. They did what your
power and will had decided beforehand should hapgeActs 4:27-28

Predestination

The Bible teaches that God is also sovereign over nigceives salvation through Jesus Christ.
Man is responsible to repent and put his faith mi€t for salvation, but God makes the prior and
ultimate determination of who will be saved.

“For he chose us in Him before the creation of thveorld to be holy and blameless in His
sight. In love He predestined us to be adopted as $bns through Jesus Christ, in accordance
with His pleasure and will . . .” Ephesians 13-

“For my Father's will is that everyone who looks thhe Son and believes in Him shall have
eternal life, and | will raise him up at the lastay.” John 6:40

"No one can come to me unless the Father who semt dnaws him, and | will raise him up at
the last day." John 6:44

“You did not choose me, but | chose you and appethtyou to go and bear fruit.” John 15:16

“When the Gentiles heard this they were glad andnooed the word of the Lord; and all who
were appointed for eternal life believed.” Acts:48

“What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at alFor he says to Moses, "l will have mercy
on whom | have mercy, and | will have compassionwhom | have compassion.” It does

not, therefore, depend on man's desire or effortitlon God's mercy. For the Scripture says to
Pharaoh: "I raised you up for this very purpose, &t | might display my power in you and that
my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” Thefore God has mercy on whom He wants
to have mercy, and He hardens whom He wants to leerd Romans 9:14-18

3. Covenant Theology

A covenant binds people together. The central hefithe Bible is God’s covenant relationship
with His people. This relationship is expressadulyhout Scripture in the covenant motto:

“I will be your God, and you will be my people.”
The Bible is therefore one story from beginningital—one God, one Redeemer, and one
redeemed people of God, the Church.

The Old and New Testaments are not two separaiestbout two separate peoples and two
separate plans of God. Instead, they presentrtmige and then the fulfillment of God’s
covenant of grace with His people. The progressifelding through the centuries of God’s
covenant can be seen in these passages.



Genesis 17: 7-8--Abraham

Exodus 6: 4-8--Moses

Il Samuel 7: 22-24--David

Jeremiah 31: 31-33--New Covenant
[l Corinthians 6:16--Church
Revelation 21: 6-7--Future

The Mediator of the covenant between God and smfu is Jesus Christ. Jesus makes this
relationship possible between the Holy God andusiméople.

“In the same way, after the supper he took the cspying, "This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, which is poured out for you." Luke 22:20

All believers, both before and after the cross,iackided in the one covenant of grace.

“Consider Abraham: ‘He believed God, and it was dited to him as righteousness.’
Understand, then, that those who believe are chaidrof Abraham. The Scripture foresaw
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, andhaounced the gospel in advance to
Abraham: ‘All nations will be blessed through yduSo those who have faith are blessed
along with Abraham, the man of faith.” Galatians:8-9

Our Name

Our name, “Christ Covenant,” reflects our beligftttve are heirs of God’s covenant with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob through Jesus Christ.

“If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s ed, and heirs according to the promise.”
Galatians 3:29

Baptism

We believe that baptism, as a sign and seal ofSGmyenant of grace, is to be administered to
all who profess faith in Christ and to their chddr

The covenant promise of salvation has always beebdiievers and their children. In the Old
Testament, God gave the covenant sign of circunitis be given to males eight days old.
Romans 4 says that circumcision was the sign aasd$salvation by faith, yet it was given to
eight day old children who obviously did not yebfass faith. This did not mean that they were
saved, but it meant that they were included inhalpromises, privileges, and obligations that
God gave to Israel. The New Testament confirmsttiepromise of God is for believers and
their children (Acts 2:37-39). In the Old Testarne sign and seal of God's covenant was
circumcision, but in the New Testament it is bapt(€ol. 2:11). Also, there are several New
Testament accounts of entire households who wertzled (Acts 16:14-15; 16:31-34; 1
Corinthians 1:16).

Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church accepts allenofibaptism. However, we believe that
the most biblical mode is sprinkling and so thdtaesv we do it (Leviticus 14:7; Numbers 8:7;
19:17-19; Hebrews 13-22; 10:22).



4. Biblical World And Life View

Jesus Christ came not just to redeem our soulbeatieem all of creation. Therefore, it is
artificial to divide life into “sacred” and “seculaareas or to imagine that parts of life are “Holy
and others “common.” In fact, all of life is sadreset apart for God. Abraham Kuyper, Prime
Minister of the Netherlands, wrote, “ . . . thesendt a square inch in the whole domain of our
human existence over which Christ, who is sovereigr all, does not cry, ‘Mine!””

Believers must develop a world and life view thegsevery part of life through the lens of
Scripture. Developing a biblical world and lifeew requires an understanding of three great
historic events: Creation—Fall—Redemption.
Creation (Genesis 1 & 2)

Physical universe created by God

Man and woman created in God's image

Man's relationship to God--fellowship and Sabbatt r

Man's relationship to man—marriage, companionshigp@ocreation

Man's relationship to the world—dominion. Dominigmrman’s rule over the earth for
God and the development of God-glorifying culture

All that He made is said to be "very good" (v. 31)
Fall (Genesis 3: 1-19)

The fall of man into sin subverted and twisted Gagdiod creation and the relationships
in it. Man is still in God's image, but the imagevarped.

Man's relationship to God was destroyed by sinn Manow spiritually
dead, and stands under God's wrath and curse.

Man's relationship to man—strife and blame bread¢ctaelationships.

In marriage, male headship tends toward dominatr@hwives tend to usurp the
husband's leadership.

Man's relationship to the world—dominion is exeedsutonomously.

This leads to exploitation and neglect of the ptaistreation. The physical world itself
is subject to catastrophe and death.

Redemption (The story of the Bible)

Man's relationship to God—reconciliation of Gochtan accomplished by Christ
(Colossians 1: 22)

Believers have their sins forgiven and enter agss®f having the image of God restored



in them. (Colossians 3: 9-10)

This process culminates in the resurrection ofbmdlies for life in the renewed creation,
the new heavens and the new earth. (Romans 85;22ghesians 1:10-12, Revelation
21:1-5)

Man's relationship to man—having experienced Glodtgving grace, believers are
enabled by God's spirit to experience substandgialihg in relationships with other
people presently. (Ephesians 4:29 - 32). We fookard to the judgment of God in
which all injustice will be redressed and to thevreeeation in which wars and strife
between people will cease (Is. 2:4).

Man's relationship to the world—the original goosisef creation is re-affirmed (|
Timothy 4: 1-5). The mandate for man to managecthation as God's steward is re-
affirmed (Genesis 1:27-30). We look forward to tomsummation of redemption--the
new heavens and the new earth (Revelation 22: 1-5).

Some Implications Of The Biblical World And Life View:

The creation is good. Enjoyment of what God hadamsa therefore good. Work, the
taking of dominion under God, is good. Having dteh, being fruitful and multiplying,
is good. Our bodies are good, we are intendedjtyall sorts of food and drink that
God has made, and to enjoy the physical pleastireawiage. Of course, all of this is to
be exercised within the limits of God's law—Dbut dasic orientation to the physical
world is one of affirmation. Sin, not physical nag, is what separates a person from
God.

All legitimate callings are to be understood aviserto God which please him
(Colossians 3: 23-24). Callings to work in builgi homemaking, business, law or
medicine, therefore are not less spiritual or Valleido God than callings to missions or
the pastorate.

God calls his people to be agents of redemptiaesioration here and now. We are to
demonstrate redeemed relationships in our churhed$amilies and friendships. We are
to work for the transformation of cultural instiarts and governments. We are to
communicate the hope of the gospel to people inydvibe and tongue and nation.



About Our Worship

It is our intent that our worship services at Chtievenant are Christ-centered. Our church gathers
on the Lord’s Day to participate in a dynamic dgale. In our worship we listen as God speaks to us
through His Word. We respond to Him and His aatswr behalf, through our prayers, confessions,
songs and fellowship. Our services contain litagelements that have been used by the church
from the days of the Apostles to Protestant chig¢bblowing the Reformation.

Our music at Christ Covenant is a creative blenoléfind new. The church is led in singing by a
small group of singers and supported by a conteanptand of musicians. We sing hymns (to both
familiar and new melodies), new songs written leyd¢hurch in our day, and metered Psalms, which
aretranslationsof the Psalms by using English rhyme. Our citéor the songs that we sing are:
they must be biblically and theologically sound #mely must be easy to sing as a congregation. At
times we sing hymns and Psalms to melodies thass@ciated with other songs. This historical
practice allows us to sing hundreds of songs vdgtihtexts without having to learn hundreds of new
melodies.

Elements of Worship

Songs of Ascent

Believers in the Old Testament sang as they jowth&ythe temple to worship. Some of these songs
were called Psalms of Ascent because they wereagithgpywent up talerusalem. As we gather on
the Lord’'s Day we are, figuratively speaking, asteg from our common lives and the busy
trappings of this world to gather and worship wibd'’s people. At Christ Covenant we begin by
singing about the character of God and His atteébuis the church gathers to worship.

Welcome and Fellowship

In a world of individualism we are called to beceromunity of faith. We warmly welcome and greet

one another recognizing that we are a church fagaitiiered together. If you are a visitor this is an
opportunity for us to say, “hello,” and welcome yowur fellowship. We purposely do not single

out or embarrass our visitors. We are aware tlsétng a new church is often intimidating. We often

greet one another with the New Testament greetigice and Peace.” With this we verbalize our
desire that the grace and peace of Jesus Chrstterded to each person we greet.

Call to Worship

We believe God always initiates with sinners, sdegin worship with His Word, His invitation to
us to gather in His name.



Songs of Praise

We are commanded through scripture to sing to thve.LAs a church we practice participatory
singing. Although we have special music from timérne we believe we all have the privilege and
responsibility to participate as worshippers.

Confession of Sin

In I John 1:9 the Apostle exhorts us to confessmg (individual sins) to God. As we worship each
week we exam ourselves and confess our sins to &peeing with Him that our sins violate the
commands of His Holy word. This self-examinatistidr believers who need to be cleansed from
the sins of daily living. We often pray writtenagers of confession together. These prayers are
expressions we pray as a united body.

Assurance of Pardon

Continuing in 1 John 1:9 the Apostle declares “B wonfess our sins God is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from allgiMgousness.” Our Pastor reminds us of this truth
during theassurance of pardor©Our Pastor is not declaring us forgiven as asphet is declaring
God's written word to us that we are forgiven tigbwur one and only mediator Jesus Christ.

Scripture Readings

We believe that Scripture alone is our sole stahdad authority for faith and life. In our services
each week our Pastor reads portions of scriptore the Old and New Testament. Typically, if he is
preaching through a New Testament book the reaglith@pe from the Old and vice versa.

Intercessory Prayer

Each week one of our elders leads us in a timeteféessory prayer. We pray on behalf of those in
our church body, our community, nation and needebévers and circumstances around the world.

Offering

God has blessed us spiritually and in material igion. We give of our finances not to repay God
for His blessings but out of gratitude for His goeds to us. The Apostle Paul noted that even as we
give to help the needs of the saints our givirgse overflowing in many thanksgivings to God (2
Corinthians 9:12).



Sermon

Just as our songs and prayers are part of woshgdso is the sermon. This is the centerpiecarof o
service as we listen to God speak to us throughethehing of His Word. Our Pastor typically
preaches through books of the Bible. This is caledository PreachingHe may also preach on
certain themes or topics.

Confessions of Faith

During the history of the church, godly men haweated verbal documents to concisely instruct and
guard the orthodox teachings of the church. Thesed3, Confessions and Catechisms (questions
and answers) are not inspired by God, as is the Slaiiptures, but are worthwhile in summarizing
what we believe in a concise fashion. Each weekpeak or sing together one of these confessions
(such as the Apostles’ Creed) to reinforce thehiegcthat we have heard as well as to align
ourselves with the orthodox teachings of the Ciamsthurch through the ages. As Presbyterians we
identify with theWestminster Confession of Faits well as th&/estminster Larger and Shorter
CatechismsAt Christ Covenant we also use tHeidelberg Catechismwhich was written in
Germany in 1563 and is the doctrinal confessiomafy Reformed churches.

Words of Institution
The phrasing “Words of Institution,” refers to therds with which Jesus Christ instituted the
Lord’s Supper. Our Pastor uses this time to ex@athgive instructions prior to our participation.

Communion

At Christ Covenant we observe communion each wégsu are a believer, have received baptism,
are in good standing with this or another churcth are not harboring unconfessed sins, you are
invited to participate.

Benediction

The Biblical blessing with which our Pastor disnesshe congregation. He sends the Church out
with the words of God declaring that He alone i db bless and keep us.

Family Worship

At Christ Covenant we strive to encourage familiesan age where the traditional family is being
undermined we endeavor to understand and put ratdipe God’s design for the family. We carry
out this mission by praying and caring for one heds families in our covenant groups, Bible
studies and discipleship, by offering learning dalflowship opportunities for marriages and
parenting, and by quarterly parent fellowshipsrnoaeirage family worship in the home.



We understand through Scripture that we, as couates parents, have the privilege and
responsibility to nurture the spiritual developmehour families. Every family is unique with its
personalities, time schedules and dynamic. Oreaimethod really does not fit all. Just as God
has created us as unique individuals, so it is vathilies. Our goal as a church is to encourage
families to be committed to walking with the Lambether We offer a quarterly fellowship for
parents to encourage family worship. This is @&tohlearning and encouragement. We also have
“how to” helps on our web-site.



V. Membership Declarations & Vows

1. Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in tgbtof God, justly deserving His
displeasure and without hope save in His sovensigrey?

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the & God and Savior of sinners, and do
you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvat®ila is offered in the Gospel?

3. Do you now resolve and promise in humble rekamgon the grace of the Holy Spirit,
that you will endeavor to live as becomes the fedos of Christ?

4, Do you promise to support the Church in its \Wgrsnd work to the best of your ability?

5. Do you submit yourself to the government and digogpof the Church, and promise to
study its purity and peace?

A. Discussion Of Vows 1-3: What It Means To Be £hristian

1. Two Diagnostic Questions
Can you say for certain that if you died tonightiyeould go to heaven?

Suppose you should die tonight, and God would asik WVhy should | let you into
heaven?" What would you say?
(In other words, how does a person get to heawsthat is a true Christian?)

2. The Various Stock Answers Given

Uncertainty: "l really don't know. In fact, I really don'€s how anyone can really know
for sure in this life."

Universalism: "Sure I'm a Christian. Isn't everyone? Arerétall children of God?
God is the Father of all men; therefore we arbmthers. We may be going by different
roads, but all of these roads ultimately lead todAme place.

Good Works: "I certainly hope I'm a Christian. I'm doingethest | can. | try to live by
the Ten Commandments, the Sermon on the Mountiren@olden Rule. I've never
done any really bad things like murder, or robberyadultery. I'm at least average. If
God weighs my good works against my sins, I'll ptallp make it. I'm doing my best.
God surely can't ask for more than that!"

Heredity: "Of course I'm a Christian. If I'm not, | dbkhow who is. My mother and
father are very devout religious people. | evevehan uncle who is a minister. | was
taught Christianity from earliest childhood."



Religious Activity: "Why yes! | was baptized as an infant. I'v@als gone to church
and Sunday School. | was confirmed at the adgewteen and took my first
communion. I've been a faithful church member esuace."

Conversion Experience "l know that I'm a Christian because when thangelist gave
the invitation, | went forward and made a decidmnChrist. My counselor showed me
from the Bible that if | accepted Christ as my pea Savior, | would be saved and never
be lost again. | didn't want to be lost--hell ieaible place--so | accepted Jesus, and |
know now that no matter what happens, God will neggct me."

3. The Bible's Evaluation Of The Stock Answers

If the answer is to be determined simply by whanhrtienk, then one person's answer is as good
as another’s and no one really knows. But if waklto God's Word and submit to it, then we
have a standard by which to answer the question.

Uncertainty: "These things | have written to you who believethe name of the Son of
God; that you may know that you have eternal lif@.John 5:13). (See also 2 Timothy
1:12; John 5:24; Romans 8:1; 2 Peter 1:4-11).

Universalism: The Bible clearly teaches that all men are @jtitdren of God" and the
destiny of all men is not heaven. Jesus saidddrtiarisees, "You are of your father the
devil and your will is to do your fathers desiré3thn 8:44). (See also John 3:18, 36;
John 8:31-44; Revelation 20:11-15; Ephesians 2Qédbpssians 3:6; Matthew 25:46; 1
Timothy 2:5; Acts 4:12; John 14:6).

Good Works: As important as good works are in the life dfediever, they can never
save him or make him a Christian. "For by grace sxe saved through faith, and even
that is not of yourselves; it is the gift of Goat of works, lest any man should boast.”
(Ephesians 2:8-9) (See also Titus 3:5-6; Romar®; 3:2:6; Galatians 2:16).

Heredity: As important as a Christian home is, the Bibbkes it clear that this

privilege does not save us. "Yet to all who reediim, to those who believed on His
name, He gave the right to become children of Gduldren born not of natural descent,
nor of human decision or a husband's will, but bafr@od (John 1:12-13). (See also
Philippians 3:4-5).

Religious Activity: We must not underestimate the importance ofathovembership,
baptism, and the Lord's Supper; but these canwet sehey are the outward signs of the
saving work of God's spirit in the soul. "Many Mgly to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did
we not prophesy in your name, and in your namesdsit demons, and perform many
miracles?' Then | will tell them plainly, 'l nevienew you. Away from me you evil-
doers!" (Matt. 7:22-23). (See also Mark 7:1-7;38n1-8; Luke 18:9-14; Philippians 3:
6-7; Galatians 1:14-15; 6:15; Psalm 51:16-17).

Conversion Experience The believer should make public profession effhith in
Christ, but he does not trust his profession, anécthanical actions, or in his



experiences, but in Christ alone. Neither wallangpisle; praying a certain prayer, nor
an emotional feeling can save us. We must notdgaerson to think that because he has
said he was sorry and said he trusted in Jesusigeba saved. "Faith without works is
dead" (James 2:26). "...many believed in his nasmen they saw the miracles which he
did. But Jesus did not trust Himself to them, lseaHe knew all men..." (John 2:23 -
25).(See also Acts 8:12 - 24; John 3:36; James 2614l Corinthians 5:17).

4. What Then Is A Christian?

A Christian is a person who has been radically gedrby the power of God. Becoming a
Christian is not merely a matter of outward refatiorg turning over a new leaf, or a matter of
education or religion. It is the implanting of entirely new nature within man. It is being born
again, being born from above, being made a newtiorgdeing remade and reoriented at the
center of being. Through the proclamation of tlideé3 the Holy Spirit creates new life in a
person so that he begins to think and act diffgrerithis is not the result of man's own efforts,
but of the supernatural power of God. (See Luk@4,532; John 1:12-13; 5:24-25; Romans
10:17; 1 Corinthians 1:21; Il Corinthians 5:17; @alns 6:15; Ephesians 1:13, 2:1,10, 4:24;
Colossians 2:13, 3:9-10; Titus 3:5; James 1:17-P@&ter 1:15-16; Il Peter 1:24; | John 2:29,
3:1-8, 5:1).

A Christian is a person who has become and is bixgpmcreasingly aware of his own
unworthiness in the sight of God. He can't saweskif (James 2:10). He realizes not only that
he has broken the laws of God and deserves torimeomed, but also that he is a sinner by his
very nature. (Genesis 6:5; Il Chronicles 6:36;10s4, 51:1-12, 53:1-3; 58:3, 143:2; Proverbs
22:15; Ecclesiastes 7:20; Isaiah 53:6; Jeremiah313:7:9; Lamentations 3:22; Mark 7:21-23;
Luke 18:13; John 3:7,19, 8:34,44; Romans 3:9-197231-24, 8.7-8; Ephesians 2:2-3; I
Timothy 3:4; 1 John 1:10; 3:4).

A Christian is a person who believes that JesussCisrGod manifest in the flesh and the only
Savior and Substitute of sinners. He believesdbatis Christ is truly man and truly God in one
person, that He is not merely a great human teachercame to show men the way to God; He
is God manifest in the flesh who came to reveal ®anian. He also believes that Jesus came to
save unworthy hell-deserving sinners, becoming shdistitute. He believes that Jesus Christ
took the place of sinners before the law of Goeyoiy for them the law that they were unable
to obey, and that he died to make atonement folathie¢hat sinners had broken. God accounts
us as righteous for the sake of Christ alone. rddits our account with all that Christ did for us.
Just as the guilt of our sin has been impute@sod Christ (that is, reckoned to, laid to the
account of), so God's perfect righteousness (Heli@mce and work of satisfaction on the cross)
is imputed to the sinner.

A Christian is a person who has repented of his aimd believed on the Lord Jesus Christ. His
faith and repentance do not save him, Jesus Gansts him, but they are the means by which
that salvation becomes his own personal experiandgossession. They are necessary gifts of
God. The Christian is one who is not only sornyts sins but comes to hate his sin and forsake
it because it is displeasing to God. He turns flosnsin in repentance and he turns to Christ in
faith. He trusts not in himself but in Christ. Heeives Jesus Christ and depends upon Him
alone for salvation as it is offered in the Gospghlvation is not just knowledge or intellectual
assent, but it also involves trust.



5. What About You?

Can you honestly say that you are a Christian/otif why not right now in your heart pray the
sinners prayer below? The Bible says in John 1'¥2t to all who received Him, to those who
believed in His name, He gave the right to becohilelien of God."

A Prayer: Dear Lord, | admit that | am a sinner. | realthat | cannot save myself. |
acknowledge the gift of salvation provided in tleath of your Son, Jesus Christ. Give me a
relationship with you as my Lord and Savior. Heilp to turn away from my sins. Thank you
for hearing my prayer and saving me. In Jesusengonay. Amen.

B. Discussion Of Vow 4 Do you promise to support the Church in its
worship and work to the best of your ability?

What do we expect in terms of participation?

1. A commitment to congregational worship on the brd’s day. This is the most important
activity of the Church, our corporate meeting wtib living God.

2. A commitment to serving. Each member is a minister, and our Session'sigtalequip the
individual for the work of the ministry (Ephesiaid1-12). This involves identifying gifts and
abilities and providing the opportunity to ministerareas of giftedness.
3. A commitment to stewardship.
We affirm the following Biblical principles aboutving:

God is the ultimate owner of all that we have (Rsa#: 1).

God is the provider of all that we have and needt{iMew 6: 30 -34).

Believers are to first give themselves to the Uoetbre they give money
(2 Corinthians 8:5).

God's grace given to us in His Son is the exambpliderality He holds out for us as we
consider our giving (2 Corinthians 8:9, 9:15).

The believer's giving is to be planned, regulad proportional to his income

(I Corinthians 16:2).

Believers who know the abundance of God's graattasecurity of His provision are
freed to give cheerfully, willingly, and at timelséyond their ability" (2 Corinthians 8 : 2-
3;9:7).

Giving is to be private, done to please God, notress men (Matthew 6: 1-4).



Each year the session presents a budget at theegatignal meeting. This budget reflects how
the tithes and offerings of God’s people will bespin the coming year. All undesignated
giving is applied to the budgeted expenses with f¥g to the support of our missionaries.
Designated gifts (i.e. to missions, building fundspecial projects) are used entirely for the
purpose given and not for general budgeted expenses

A copy of this year's budget will be provided atiyoequest.

C. Discussion Of Vow 5 Do you submit yourself to the government
and discipline of the Church, and promise study its purity and
peace?

1. The member's commitment to maintaining peace aomg the brethren
Scriptural guidelines which guarantee peace wighafurch
1.) Go directly to those with whom you have a problem.
“And if your brother sins, go and reprove him in prate.” Matthew 18:15
2.) Go directly to those who have a problem wibk.y
“If therefore you are presenting your offering ahe altar and there remember that
your brother has something against you, leave yadifiering there before the altar and
go your way; be reconciled to your brother, and theome and present your offering at
the altar.” Matthew 5:23-24
3.) Be charitable in speech rather than unnedgseagative.
“A good report makes healthy bones.” Proverbs 1%:3
“He who covers a transgression seeks love, butli® repeats a matter separates
intimate friends.” Proverbs 17:9
“He who sows discord among the brethren is an abaoation to the Lord.”

Proverbs 6:19 cf. also verses 16-18

“If anyone thinks himself to be religious and yebés not bridle his tongue but
deceives his own heart, this man's religion is wddss.” James 1:26



2. The member's commitment to maintaining purity n life and doctrine

Purity in the way you live
1.) What is meant by "Purity in the way you live?"
It is expected of every church member, no matterdpth of spiritual maturity, that he

or she is seeking to live a life of obedience toigtHree from immoral practices in his or
her daily life.

2.) Factors which are essential for such purity
God's word: daily reading and sermons
Prayer: individual, family and corporate
The Sacraments: baptism and regular participatia@mmunion.
Church discipline: discipleship and accountability
Purity in beliefs
1.) In order to join Christ Covenant Presbytei@mrch, one must adhere to the
essentials of the Christian faith. These essentiglude the inspiration and inerrancy of
Scripture, the deity and resurrection of Chrisg, $infulness of man, and salvation
through faith in Christ alone.
2.) To join Christ Covenant Presbyterian Churcte does not have to adhere to the

distinctives of Christ Covenant Presbyterian Chugath as Calvinism, covenant
theology, and infant baptism.

3. The member's commitment to submit to the govement and discipline of
the church

Church Discipline

Church discipline is the exercise of authority gitke Church by the Lord Jesus Christ to
instruct and guide its members and to promotputgy and welfare.

The term has two senses: It refers to the wholemgonent, inspection, training,
guardianship and control which the church maintavey its members, its officers and its
courts; the other a restricted and technical sesigeifying judicial process.

The Purpose Of Church Discipline
The glory of God

The purity of His Church



The restoration of the believer

The Process Of Church Discipline
Instruction in the Word
Individual's responsibility to admonish one anotlisfatthew 18:15; Galatians 6:1)
If the admonition is rejected, then the callingpok or more witnesses (Matthew 18:16)
If rejection persists, then the church must aaiugh her court (the elders) by
admonition (warning an unrepentant person)
suspensionfrom the Lord's table of an unrepentant person)

excommunication(removal from church membership when unrepentance
continues)

deposition (from office, in the case of a deacon or an elder)

Biblical Examples Of Sins Subject To Formal Disciphe
Unrepentant immorality (I Corinthians 5)
Persistent heresy (I Timothy 1: 18-20)

Extreme factiousness/divisiveness (Titus 3:10)



APPENDIX

I. About Our Worship

It is our intent that our worship services at Ch@isvenant are Christ-centered. Our church
gathers on the Lord’s Day to participate in a dyradimlogue. In our worship we listen as God
speaks to us through His Word. We respond to Hithtdis acts on our behalf, through our
prayers, confessions, songs and fellowship. Owices contain liturgical elements that have
been used by the church from the days of the Ag®s$tl Protestant churches following the
Reformation.

Our music at Christ Covenant is a creative blendldfand new. The church is led in singing by
a small group of singers and supported by a cormeany band of musicians. We sing hymns (to
both familiar and new melodies), new songs writigrthe church in our day, and metered
Psalms, which arganslationsof the Psalms by using English rhyme. Our cidtéor the songs
that we sing are: they must be biblically and tbgaally sound and they must be easy to sing as
a congregation. At times we sing hymns and Ps@mselodies that are associated with other
songs. This historical practice allows us to gingdreds of songs with rich texts without having
to learn hundreds of new melodies.

Il. Elements of Worship

Songs of Ascent

Believers in the Old Testament sang as they jowthéy the temple to worship. Some of these
songs were called Psalms of Ascent because theysueg as theyent up talerusalem. As we
gather on the Lord’s Day we are, figuratively spegkascending from our common lives and
the busy trappings of this world to gather and Wwigrsvith God’s people. At Christ Covenant we
begin by singing about the character of God andalttitbutes as the church gathers to worship.

Welcome and Fellowship

In a world of individualism we are called to bearonunity of faith. We warmly welcome and
greet one another recognizing that we are a cHarolly gathered together. If you are a visitor
this is an opportunity for us to say, “hello,” amdlcome you to our fellowship. We purposely do
not single out or embarrass our visitors. We araravhat visiting a new church is often
intimidating. We often greet one another with tr@eaNTestament greeting, “Grace and Peace.”
With this we verbalize our desire that the grace p@ace of Jesus Christ be extended to each
person we greet.

Call to Worship
We believe God always initiates with sinners, sabegin worship with His Word, His invitation
to us to gather in His name.

Songs of Praise

We are commanded through scripture to sing to tvd.LAs a church we practice participatory
singing. Although we have special music from tirmeitne we believe we all have the privilege
and responsibility to participate as worshippers.



Confession of Sin

The Lord has called us into His glorious presemzkia so doing graciously

grants us the opportunity to confess our sins andive forgiveness once again.

Throughout the Scriptures God calls His peopleefientance as a reminder of His holiness, His
hatred of sin, and His desire to extend forgivenesspentant hearts.

Assurance of Pardon

Having confessed our sins we need to be assuredr dbrgiveness in Christ. During the
assurance of pardon our Pastor declares God'swritbrd to us that we are forgiven through
our one and only mediator Jesus Christ.

Scripture Readings

We believe that Scripture alone is our sole stahdad authority for faith and life. In our
services each week our Pastor reads portions iptw@ from the Old and New Testament.
Typically, if he is preaching through a New Testairaook the reading will be from the OIld and
vice versa.

Intercessory Prayer

Each week one of our elders leads us in a timateféessory prayer. We pray on behalf of those
in our church body, our community, nation and nesdselievers and circumstances around the
world.

Offering

God has blessed us spiritually and in material igrorn. We give of our finances not to repay
God for His blessings but out of gratitude for godness to us. The Apostle Paul noted that
even as we give to help the needs of the saintgioung is also overflowing in many
thanksgivings to God (2 Corinthians 9:12).

Sermon

Just as our songs and prayers are part of worshiglso is the sermon. This is the centerpiece of
our service as we listen to God speak to us throlgleaching of His Word. Our Pastor

typically preaches through books of the Bible. TikisalledExpository PreachingHe may also
preach on certain themes or topics.

Confessions of Faith

During the history of the church, godly men haweated verbal documents to concisely instruct
and guard the orthodox teachings of the churchs@Ii@reeds, Confessions and Catechisms
(questions and answers) are not inspired by Gog, the Holy Scriptures, but are worthwhile in
summarizing what we believe in a concise fashi@thEwveek we speak or sing together one of
these confessions (such as the Apostles’ Crea@)riforce the teaching that we have heard as
well as to align ourselves with the orthodox teagkiof the Christian church through the ages.
As Presbyterians we identify with théestminster Confession of Faitts well as the
Westminster Larger and Shorter CatechisAisChrist Covenant we also use tHeidelberg
Catechismwhich was written in Germany in 1563 and is tbetdnal confession of many
Reformed churches.

Words of Institution
The phrasing “Words of Institution,” refers to twerds with which Jesus Christ instituted the



Lord’s Supper. Our Pastor uses this time to exgaith give instructions prior to our
participation.

Communion

At Christ Covenant we observe communion each wégku are a believer, have received
baptism, are in good standing with this or anotterch and are not harboring unconfessed sins,
you are invited to participate.

Benediction
The Biblical blessing with which our Pastor disnesshe congregation. He sends the Church out
with the words of God declaring that He alone iedb bless and keep us.

\
lll. Family Worship

At Christ Covenant we strive to encourage familiasan age where the traditional family is
being undermined we endeavor to understand anthfoupractice God’s design for the family.
We carry out this mission by praying and caringdoe another’s families in our covenant
groups, Bible studies and discipleship, by offeligayning and fellowship opportunities for
marriages and parenting, and by quarterly pardioifships to encourage family worship in the
home.

We understand through Scripture that we, as cowpldgarents, have the privilege and
responsibility to nurture the spiritual developmehour families. Every family is unique with its
personalities, time schedules and dynamic. Onecsir@ethod really does not fit all. Just as God
has created us as unique individuals, so it is faithilies. Our goal as a church is to encourage
families to be committed to walking with the Laabether We offer a quarterly fellowship for
parents to encourage family worship. This is a tohkearning and encouragement. We also have
“how to” helps on our web-site.



