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Introduction 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church. 
 
This book is written to give you an overview of what Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church is all 
about.  We use it in conjunction with an Inquirer’s Class for people who are interested in joining this 
church.  Ideally, people will read this book before attending the Inquirer’s Class.  This enables us to 
discuss pertinent questions during that time.   
 
This book basically describes what we believe the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ is supposed to be 
and what it is supposed to do.  Our basis for these beliefs is the Word of God, the Bible.  We aspire 
simply to be the church.  Because we are sinners and imperfect people we do not realize our 
aspirations perfectly.  As the Protestant reformers used to say, the Church must always be reforming, 
that is, growing closer to the biblical ideal. 
 
We hope this book and class will be helpful to you as you consider the place God has for you in His 
Church.  Please feel free to ask any questions you may have, either at the class or to one of our elders 
or the pastor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We thank the Rev. Charles Garland of Decatur Presbyterian Church for his help with this manual. 
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I.  Procedure For Joining And Membership Profile 
 
 
1.  Read this manual. 
 
2.  Attend the four Inquirer’s Class sessions during the Sunday school hour. 
 
3.  Fill out the "Membership Profile" completely and return it to an elder. 
 
4.  Meet with the elders and give your testimony in brief form: 
 
 What you believe about Christ. 
 
 The basis for your hope of acceptance by God. 
 
 How you came to Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church. 
  
 Answer the five membership vows in the  affirmative before the elders. 
 
5.  Stand before the congregation on a Sunday morning and answer the five membership vows in  
     the affirmative.  (If you have never been baptized, you must be baptized at this time.) 
 
 
***The elders customarily meet on the third Sunday evening of the month.  Please let the pastor 
or one of the elders know if you want to meet with them and they will put you on the agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Membership Profile 
 
Date_____________ 
 
Name 
(Last)_________________________(First)__________________(Middle)_____________ 
 
Address_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone_____________Birth date:   Month:__________  Day:__________Year_______________ 
 
Occupation____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Business 
Address________________________________________________________________ 
 
Business 
Phone___________________________Fax_________________Beeper_____________ 
 
School (if 
applicable)_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Marital Status:  (   )Married (  )Widowed (  )Divorced (   )Single 
 
Name of Spouse: (if married)______________________________________________________ 
 
Children: 
 
Name________________________Birthday_______________Baptized? (  ) yes    (  ) no   
Name________________________Birthday_______________Baptized? (  ) yes    (  ) no 
Name________________________Birthday_______________Baptized? (  ) yes    (  ) no 
Name________________________Birthday_______________Baptized? (  ) yes    (  ) no 
Name________________________Birthday_______________Baptized? (  ) yes    (  ) no 
 
 
1.  Do you believe that if you died tonight you would go to heaven? 
 
 
 
 
2.  Suppose you died tonight and were standing before God and He asked you, “Why should I let 
you into heaven?”  What would you say?  (In other words, how does a person get to heaven?) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Check one of the following: 
 
(   ) I am joining this church by profession of faith. 
(   ) I am joining this church by reaffirmation of faith. 
(   ) I am a member in good standing of another church, and I wish to have this church write my 
former church to request a letter of transfer. 
 
Name of Previous Church:________________________________________________________ 
 
Address of Previous Church:______________________________________________________ 
 
(city)_______________________________ (state)__________________ (zip)______________ 
Check one of the following: 
 
(   ) I have not yet been baptized 
(   ) I was baptized in (year)_________at (name of church) ____________________________  
 
Ministry and Service 
 
1. I believe that my spiritual gift(s) and abilities are: 
 
 
 
 
 
2. I would like to be involved in the following ministries in this church: 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What ministries would you like this church to begin? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. I am presently involved in the following ministries: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. I was introduced to this church in the following manner: 
 
 



II.  Statement Of Purpose 
 
 
" . . . to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for  
ever and ever!  Amen."  (Ephesians 3:21) 
 
Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church exists to give glory to the one true and living God.  Through 
God's grace in Jesus Christ we are His people, and He is our God. 
 
"Then Jesus came and said to them, 'All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me.  
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.'"  (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 
God calls us, in reliance upon His grace, to glorify Him by making Him known through evangelism 
and missions, by incorporating people into the body of the church, and by building up believers to 
maturity in knowing God's Word and in lovingly obeying Him. 
 
 

III.  Philosophy Of Ministry 
 
"They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and 
miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  All the believers were together and had 
everything in common.  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he 
had need.  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.  They broke 
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people.  And the Lord added to their number daily those 
who were being saved."    (Acts 2: 42-47) 
 
Following the pattern of meeting all together in the temple courts and house to house in small 
groups we focus our corporate life on two main meetings: 
 

1.  Public worship, and Sunday school, on the Lord's Day and  
2.  Small Group meetings on Wednesday evenings at the church and in homes nearby. 
     These groups are called Covenant Groups. 

 
In order to keep these two meetings as top priority, we keep other programs to a minimum and 
we channel much of our ministry through them.  Our five main areas of ministry are: 
 

Worship 
Discipleship 
Witness 
Fellowship 
Mercy 
 
 



WORSHIP 
 
"And they sang a new song: 'You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because 
you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and 
language and people and nation.  You have made them to be a kingdom and priest to serve our 
God, and they will reign on the earth.' 
 
Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand.  They encircled the throne and the living creatures and 
the elders.  In a loud voice they sang:  Worthy is the lamb, who was slain, to receive power and 
wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!' 
 
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and 
all that is in them, singing:  'To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!'  The four living creatures said "Amen" and 
the elders fell down and worshipped."  Revelation 5: 9-14 

 
 
Public worship is a meeting of the triune God with His chosen people.  Christians come to 
participate in worship rather than to sit passively.  God Himself, who promises to be present with 
us, is the one audience.  
 
It is important for families to worship together.  We believe that our children need to see their 
parents and the rest of the covenant family bowed before God in worship.  This is the pattern we 
see in Scripture.  This means that parents must train their children to sit quietly and reverently 
during worship.  We provide a nursery for our youngest children through age four. 
 
The end of public worship, and of each element of it, is the glory of God.  Therefore even though 
as worshipers we enjoy and benefit from worship, our focus is on exalting God and not people. 
 
The Scriptures are our only source for the principles of public worship.  They indicate that the 
proper elements of public worship are:  reading and preaching of the Holy Scriptures; singing of 
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs; prayers; giving of offerings; confessing the faith; observing 
the sacraments; and on special occasions taking oaths. 
 
Our worship is centered on the preaching of God's Word and the sacraments, and we sing a 
mixture of traditional and contemporary hymns and songs.  We celebrate the Lord's Supper 
weekly. 
 
 
DISCIPLESHIP 
 
"It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and 
some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body 
of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son 
of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
 
Then we will no longer be  infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and 
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful 



scheming.  Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is 
the Head, that is Christ.  From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself in love, as each part does its work."    
Ephesians 4:11-16 
 
 
We believe every Christian should grow to be mature in his faith and in his knowledge of the 
Scripture.  Therefore, we do not take a paternalistic approach to church in which hired staff do 
the work of ministry and people come to be entertained and served.  Instead we want to equip 
Christians to understand and apply the Scriptures and to do the "works of service" in the Church, 
in their families and in their vocations. 
 
We seek to equip believers through: 
 
1.  The preaching of the Word on the Lord’s Day. 
 
2.  Adult Sunday School classes. 
 
3.  Discussion of the Scriptures in Covenant Groups. 
 
4.  Teaching our Covenant children:  ** 
 

Sunday School classes for all children;  
 

Kovenant Kids:  Wednesday night program for children in Kindergarten 
through the 6th grade. 

 
Youth Group:  Middle School and High School ministry with regular meetings on  
Wednesday nights lead by our youth pastor. 

 
5.  Women In the Church Bible study and retreats. 
 
6.  Periodic Bible conferences and Missions conferences. 
 
**These ministries are aimed at assisting parents in the spiritual training of their children.   
    The main responsibility remains with the parents.  
 
 
WITNESS 
 
"Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.  Declare his glory 
among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples."  Psalm 96: 2-3 
 
Evangelism:  Our focus in evangelism corporately is to proclaim the gospel from the pulpit and 
in the Covenant Groups.  The elders are committed to pray for and witness to lost people.  
Individually we seek opportunities to communicate the gospel with unbelieving friends and 
family members. 
 
 



Missions:  We take part in the progress of the gospel in the world by giving financial and prayer 
support to missionaries and by sending missions teams out from our congregation.   
 
 
FELLOWSHIP 
 
"Now about brotherly love, we need not write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by 
God to love each other."   I Thessalonians 4:9 
 
"Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ." 
Galatians 6:2 
 
The primary means for our church to have fellowship is people building friendships with each 
other. Structurally we try to facilitate this through our Covenant Groups, Sunday School, 
fellowship on Sunday mornings, the prayer chain, Bible studies, and various church events.  The 
deacons and the WIC (women in the church) make provision for helping people out in times of 
need. 
 
 
MERCY 
 
"Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:  to loose the chains of injustice and untie the 
cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke?  Is it not to share your food 
with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter--when you see the naked, to 
clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?"   Isaiah 58: 6-7 
 
We minister, in the name of Christ, to those who have physical and financial needs, first to those 
in our own church, and then to the needy in our community.  This ministry of the church is 
overseen by the deacons. 
 
In addition to the work led by our deacons, we financially support mercy ministries in Cullman 
such as the Committee on Church Cooperation (CCC) and Shepherd’s Way.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IV.  What Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church Believes 
 
 

A.  Where Are We In Christendom? 
 
 
“Christendom”  is the all inclusive term for Christian communions in the broadest sense of the 
word and would include Roman Catholicism, Eastern Orthodoxy, Protestantism, semi-Christian 
cults and sects. 
 
“Protestant”  refers to that segment within Christendom which is non-Roman or Eastern 
Orthodox and emphasizes the priesthood of all believers, the authority of the Bible, justification 
by faith, preaching and the two sacraments or ordinances of baptism and communion. 
 
“Evangelical”  is the term to designate those within Protestantism who hold as essential for 
adherence to the true faith certain foundational or fundamental (hence the term "Fundamentalist" 
in its correct sense) doctrines.  While evangelicals hold the following doctrines to be essential to 
the historic Gospel, they may differ with one another on non-essential doctrines (non-essential 
does not mean insignificant or unimportant, but that differences may exist without deviating from 
the true scriptural faith on certain things such as baptism, the millennium, etc.) 
 
“Reformed”  refers to that understanding of Biblical doctrine which was restored and re-
emphasized in the teaching of the 16th century reformers.  Reformed theology is characterized by 
strong emphasis on the sovereignty of God over His world and the lordship of Christ over every 
area of life.  Because of John Calvin's excellent and enduring expressions of biblical doctrine, 
Reformed Theology is often referred to as "Calvinism". 
 
“Presbyterian”  means church government by elders or presbyters.   
 
Hence our church is an Evangelical Protestant church that is both Reformed (in its  
theology) and Presbyterian (in its government). 
 
 

B.  Doctrines Held In Common With Most Evangelical Churches 
 
 
1.  We believe in the inspiration and inerrancy of Scripture.  The Bible is the written Word of  
God, without error and infallible, and the divine authority in all matters of faith and life  (2 
Timothy 3:16). 
 
2.  We believe in one God who exists in three persons.  God is a Trinity consisting of one 
substance and three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  All are 
equal in power and glory.  (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14). 
 
3.  We believe in the majesty and sovereignty of God.  The personal Triune God of the Bible 
owns and controls all things according to the counsel of His will (Ephesians 1:11;  3:11). 
 
 



4.  We believe that God created the universe out of nothing.  God alone has existed from all 
eternity past and in His wisdom decided to create the universe using nothing which had pre-
existed (Genesis 1:1; Hebrews 11:3; Isaiah 44:24). 
 
5.  We believe that man was created by God.  Man did not evolve from other species but was 
created by God.  He was created with dignity in that he was made in God's image and created in 
humility in that his aim was and still is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever (Genesis 1:26; 
Colossians 3:17). 
 
6.  We believe in the fall of man into sin.  The voluntary sin of Adam resulted in man's total 
depravity.  Thus, all men are sinners and are not able to please God on their own merit or save 
themselves.  (Romans 3:23; 3:9-19; 8:7-8). 
 
7.  We believe in God's gracious plan of salvation.  God in His mercy chose to provide a 
means of salvation for mankind through the substitutionary atonement of Christ.  Jesus Christ 
died on a cross to save us from our sins and He is the only mediator between God and man.  As a 
mediator, He executes the offices of prophet, priest and king. 
 
8.  We believe that God applies the salvation earned by Christ to us through the Holy 
Spirit.   This takes place in five stages: 
 

Effectual calling:  God the Holy Spirit begins the process by effectually calling us to  
Himself, convincing us of our sin, and persuading and enabling us to receive Jesus Christ 
by faith. 

 
Conversion:  Conversion is our conscious response to God's effectual calling and 
regeneration.  Conversion may be a precise moment in time or a longer process.  In either 
case, conversion will result in faith  and repentance, two manifestations of being "born 
again". 

 
Faith:  Trusting Christ alone for our eternal salvation. 

 
Repentance:  Turning away from sin with remorse, and redirecting your life to  

follow the Lord in holiness. 
 

Justification:  God declaring the sinner righteous only because of what Christ has done 
on the cross.  We are declared not guilty before God and we are adopted into His family. 

 
Sanctification:   We are being saved from the power of sin.  We are becoming like Christ 
and are progressing in holiness (present tense). 
 
Glorification :   When we get to heaven, we will be totally saved from the presence of sin. 
We will live forever with the Lord.  The believer's soul is received at death and his body 
will be raised at the final resurrection. 

 
9.  We believe that Christ has given His saved people three ordinary means of grace for 
their spiritual growth:  the Word, prayer, and the sacraments.  He instituted two sacraments 
for the Church, baptism and the Lord's Supper (Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 11:23-24).  
Baptism is the sacrament which marks one's entry into the covenant people of God.   The Lord's 



Supper is the sacrament whereby God's children are spiritually nourished with the covenant of 
grace. 
 
10.  We believe in the Second Coming of Jesus Christ to judge the world.  Christ will bring 
all things to consummation at the judgment, taking His own to be with Him in the new heavens 
and new earth.  All others will be cast into hell forever (1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Revelation 
20:11-15). 
 
 

C. Four Doctrinal Distinctives Of Our Church 
 
 
1.  Presbyterianism 
 
There are main three types of church government. 

 
Hierarchical - Catholic or Methodist 
Congregational - Baptists or Bible churches 
Presbyterian - Reformed or Presbyterian 

 
The word "Presbyterian"  means elder.  The Presbyterian form of government simply means 
that the Church is governed by elected elders from each congregation.  The elders also represent 
the congregation in the other “courts” of the Church. 

 
The officers of the Church are Deacons and Elders.  Elders include Teaching Elders (Pastors) and 
Ruling Elders.  The Scripture directs that these offices be held only by qualified men (I Tim. 
2:11-12, 3:1-13). 
 
There are three “courts” in the Presbyterian Church in America. 

The Session  (the elders of the local church) 
The Presbytery (elders from churches in North Alabama) 
The General Assembly (elders from all the PCA churches) 

 
Our denomination is called "The Presbyterian Church in America" (PCA).  Its constitution is:  
the Book of Church Order, the Westminster Confession of Faith, and the Larger and Shorter 
Catechisms. 

 
 

2.  The Sovereignty Of God 
 
The sovereignty of God is strongly emphasized in Scripture.  He is represented as the Creator, 
and His will as the cause of all things.  By virtue of His creative work, heaven and earth and all 
that they contain belong to Him.  He is clothed with absolute authority over the hosts of heaven 
and the inhabitants of the earth.  He upholds all things with His mighty power and determines the 
ends which they are destined to serve.  He rules as King in the most absolute sense of the word, 
and all things are dependent on Him and subservient to Him.   
 
 



God’s sovereignty is beyond the reach of our full comprehension.  God reveals these things to us 
in order that we may know that we are safe to put our trust in Him and so that we might be 
careful to ascribe all glory to Him. 
 
Three concepts are important in understanding God’s sovereignty. 
 
Providence 
 
God is actively and personally governing and sustaining every part of His universe at this very 
moment.  He is in control of all He has made.  Nothing happens apart from His plan and His 
purposes cannot be thwarted.  This control extends to the decisions made by men and angels. 
 
“He makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for man to cultivate—bringing forth food 
from the earth:  wine that gladdens the heart of man, oil to make his face shine, and bread 
that sustains his heart.”  Psalm 104:14-15 
 
“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from 
the will of your Father.  And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.  So don't be 
afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.”  Matthew 10: 29-31 
 
“In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who 
works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, in order that we, who were the 
first to hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory.”  Ephesians 1: 11-12 
 
“From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and 
he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live.”  Acts 17:26 
 
Free Will 
 
Some people assume that God’s sovereignty implies the elimination of human freedom and 
responsibility.  The Scriptures, however, mysteriously affirm both God’s sovereignty and man’s 
responsibility.  Man’s will is free to choose what he desires.  We are not made puppets or robots 
because of God’s sovereignty.  However, because of man’s willing slavery to sin, his desire for 
God has been destroyed. 
 
“ . . . choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers 
served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living.  But as for 
me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  Joshua 24:15 
“Many are the plans in a man's heart, but it is the LORD's purpose that prevails.”          
Proverbs 19:21 
 
“From that time on Jesus began to preach, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.’” 
Matthew 4:17 
 
“With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, ‘Save yourselves from 
this corrupt generation.’”  Acts 2:40 
 
“ . . . .continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in 
you to will and to act according to his good purpose.”  Philippians 2: 12-13 
 



“There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who seeks 
God.”  Romans 3:10-11 
 
“Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in 
this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed.  They did what your 
power and will had decided beforehand should happen.”  Acts 4:27-28 
 
Predestination 
 
The Bible teaches that God is also sovereign over who receives salvation through Jesus Christ.  
Man is responsible to repent and put his faith in Christ for salvation, but God makes the prior and 
ultimate determination of who will be saved. 
 
“For he chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in His 
sight. In love He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance 
with His pleasure and will . . .”    Ephesians 1:4-5 
 
“For my Father's will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have 
eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”  John 6:40 
 
"No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at 
the last day."  John 6:44 
 
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit.”  John 15:16 
 
“When the Gentiles heard this they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who 
were appointed for eternal life believed.”  Acts 13:48 
 
“What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all!  For he says to Moses,  "I will have mercy 
on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion."  It does 
not, therefore, depend on man's desire or effort, but on God's mercy.  For the Scripture says to 
Pharaoh: "I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that 
my name might be proclaimed in all the earth."  Therefore God has mercy on whom He wants 
to have mercy, and He hardens whom He wants to harden.”  Romans 9:14-18 
 
 
3.  Covenant Theology 
 
A covenant binds people together.  The central theme of the Bible is God’s covenant relationship 
with His people.  This relationship is expressed throughout Scripture in the covenant motto:  

“I will be your God, and you will be my people." 
The Bible is therefore one story from beginning to end—one God, one Redeemer, and one 
redeemed people of God, the Church.   
 
The Old and New Testaments are not two separate stories about two separate peoples and two 
separate plans of God.  Instead, they present the promise and then the fulfillment of God’s 
covenant of grace with His people.  The progressive unfolding through the centuries of God’s 
covenant can be seen in these passages.   
 



Genesis 17: 7-8--Abraham 
Exodus 6: 4-8--Moses 
II Samuel 7: 22-24--David 
Jeremiah 31: 31-33--New Covenant 
II Corinthians 6:16--Church 
Revelation 21: 6-7--Future 
 
The Mediator of the covenant between God and sinful man is Jesus Christ.  Jesus makes this 
relationship possible between the Holy God and sinful people.   
 
“In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, which is poured out for you."  Luke 22:20 
 
All believers, both before and after the cross, are included in the one covenant of  grace. 
 
“Consider Abraham: ‘He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.’  
Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham.  The Scripture foresaw 
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to 
Abraham:  ‘All nations will be blessed through you.’  So those who have faith are blessed 
along with Abraham, the man of faith.”  Galatians 3:6-9 
 
Our Name 
 
Our name, “Christ Covenant,” reflects our belief that we are heirs of God’s covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob through Jesus Christ. 
  
“If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” 
Galatians 3:29 
 
Baptism 
 
We believe that baptism, as a sign and seal of God's covenant of grace, is to be administered to 
all who profess faith in Christ and to their children. 
 
The covenant promise of salvation has always been for believers and their children.  In the Old 
Testament, God gave the covenant sign of circumcision to be given to males eight days old.   
Romans 4 says that circumcision was the sign and seal of salvation by faith, yet it was given to 
eight day old children who obviously did not yet profess faith.  This did not mean that they were 
saved, but it meant that they were included in all the promises, privileges, and obligations that 
God gave to Israel.  The New Testament confirms that the promise of God is for believers and 
their children (Acts 2:37-39).  In the Old Testament the sign and seal of God's covenant was 
circumcision, but in the New Testament it is baptism (Col. 2:11).   Also, there are several New 
Testament accounts of entire households who were baptized (Acts 16:14-15; 16:31-34;  1 
Corinthians 1:16). 
 
Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church accepts all modes of baptism.   However, we believe that 
the most biblical mode is sprinkling and so that is how we do it  (Leviticus 14:7; Numbers 8:7; 
19:17-19; Hebrews 13-22; 10:22). 
 



4.  Biblical World And Life View 
 
Jesus Christ came not just to redeem our souls but to redeem all of creation.  Therefore, it is 
artificial to divide life into “sacred” and “secular” areas or to imagine that parts of life are “holy” 
and others “common.”  In fact, all of life is sacred—set apart for God.  Abraham Kuyper, Prime 
Minister of the Netherlands, wrote, “ . . . there is not a square inch in the whole domain of our 
human existence over which Christ, who is sovereign over all, does not cry, ‘Mine!’” 
 
Believers must develop a world and life view that sees every part of life through the lens of 
Scripture.  Developing a biblical world and life view requires an understanding of three great 
historic events:  Creation—Fall—Redemption. 
 
Creation  (Genesis 1 & 2) 
 

Physical universe created by God 
 

Man and woman created in God's image 
 

Man's relationship to God--fellowship and Sabbath rest 
 

Man's relationship to man—marriage, companionship and procreation 
 

Man's relationship to the world—dominion.  Dominion is man’s rule over the earth for 
God and the development of God-glorifying culture 

 
All that He made is said to be "very good" (v. 31) 

 
Fall  (Genesis 3: 1-19) 
 

The fall of man into sin subverted and twisted God's good creation and the relationships 
in it.  Man is still in God's image, but the image is warped. 

 
Man's relationship to God was destroyed by sin.  Man is now spiritually   
dead, and stands under God's wrath and curse. 

 
Man's relationship to man—strife and blame break apart relationships.   
In marriage, male headship tends toward domination and wives tend to usurp the 
husband's leadership. 
Man's relationship to the world—dominion is exercised autonomously.   
This leads to exploitation and neglect of the physical creation.  The physical world itself 
is subject to catastrophe and death. 

 
 
Redemption  (The story of the Bible) 
 

Man's relationship to God—reconciliation of God to man accomplished by Christ 
(Colossians 1: 22) 

 
Believers have their sins forgiven and enter a process of having the image of God restored 



in them.  (Colossians 3: 9-10)   
 

This process culminates in the resurrection of our bodies for life in the renewed creation, 
the new heavens and the new earth.  (Romans 8: 22-25; Ephesians 1:10-12, Revelation 
21: 1-5) 

 
Man's relationship to man—having experienced God's forgiving grace, believers are 
enabled by God's spirit to experience substantial healing in relationships with other 
people presently. (Ephesians 4:29 - 32).   We look forward to the judgment of God in 
which all injustice will be redressed and to the new creation in which wars and strife 
between people will cease  (Is. 2:4). 

 
Man's relationship to the world—the original goodness of creation is re-affirmed (I 
Timothy 4: 1-5).  The mandate for man to manage the creation as God's steward is re-
affirmed (Genesis 1:27-30).  We look forward to the consummation of redemption--the 
new heavens and the new earth (Revelation 22: 1-5). 

 
Some Implications Of The Biblical World And Life View: 
 

The creation is good.  Enjoyment of what God has made is therefore good.  Work, the 
taking of dominion under God, is good.  Having children, being fruitful and multiplying, 
is good.  Our bodies are good, we are intended to enjoy all sorts of food and drink that 
God has made, and to enjoy the physical pleasures of marriage.  Of course, all of this is to 
be exercised within the limits of God's law—but our basic orientation to the physical 
world is one of affirmation.  Sin, not physical nature, is what separates a person from 
God.  

 
All legitimate callings are to be understood as service to God which please him 
(Colossians  3: 23-24).  Callings to work in building, homemaking, business, law or 
medicine, therefore are not less spiritual or valuable to God than callings to missions or 
the pastorate. 

 
God calls his people to be agents of redemption or restoration here and now.  We are to 
demonstrate redeemed relationships in our churches and families and friendships.  We are 
to work for the transformation of cultural institutions and governments.  We are to 
communicate the hope of the gospel to people in every tribe and tongue and nation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



About Our Worship 
 
It is our intent that our worship services at Christ Covenant are Christ-centered.  Our church gathers 
on the Lord’s Day to participate in a dynamic dialogue.  In our worship we listen as God speaks to us 
through His Word.  We respond to Him and His acts on our behalf, through our prayers, confessions, 
songs and fellowship.  Our services contain liturgical elements that have been used by the church 
from the days of the Apostles to Protestant churches following the Reformation.  
 
Our music at Christ Covenant is a creative blend of old and new.  The church is led in singing by a 
small group of singers and supported by a contemporary band of musicians.  We sing hymns (to both 
familiar and new melodies), new songs written by the church in our day, and metered Psalms, which 
are translations of the Psalms by using English rhyme.  Our criteria for the songs that we sing are: 
they must be biblically and theologically sound and they must be easy to sing as a congregation.  At 
times we sing hymns and Psalms to melodies that are associated with other songs.  This historical 
practice allows us to sing hundreds of songs with rich texts without having to learn hundreds of new 
melodies. 
 
 

Elements of Worship 
 
 
Songs of Ascent  
 
Believers in the Old Testament sang as they journeyed to the temple to worship. Some of these songs 
were called Psalms of Ascent because they were sung as they went up to Jerusalem. As we gather on 
the Lord’s Day we are, figuratively speaking, ascending from our common lives and the busy 
trappings of this world to gather and worship with God’s people. At Christ Covenant we begin by 
singing about the character of God and His attributes as the church gathers to worship. 
 
 
Welcome and Fellowship 
 
In a world of individualism we are called to be a community of faith. We warmly welcome and greet 
one another recognizing that we are a church family gathered together. If you are a visitor this is an 
opportunity for us to say, “hello,” and welcome you to our fellowship. We purposely do not single 
out or embarrass our visitors. We are aware that visiting a new church is often intimidating. We often 
greet one another with the New Testament greeting, “Grace and Peace.” With this we verbalize our 
desire that the grace and peace of Jesus Christ be extended to each person we greet.  
 
 
Call to Worship 
 
We believe God always initiates with sinners, so we begin worship with His Word, His invitation to 
us to gather in His name. 
 
 
 



Songs of Praise 
 
We are commanded through scripture to sing to the Lord. As a church we practice participatory 
singing. Although we have special music from time to time we believe we all have the privilege and 
responsibility to participate as worshippers. 
 
 
Confession of Sin 
 
In I John 1:9 the Apostle exhorts us to confess our sins (individual sins) to God.  As we worship each 
week we exam ourselves and confess our sins to God, agreeing with Him that our sins violate the 
commands of His Holy word.  This self-examination is for believers who need to be cleansed from 
the sins of daily living.  We often pray written prayers of confession together.  These prayers are 
expressions we pray as a united body. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 
Continuing in I John 1:9 the Apostle declares “If we confess our sins God is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Our Pastor reminds us of this truth 
during the assurance of pardon. Our Pastor is not declaring us forgiven as a priest but is declaring 
God’s written word to us that we are forgiven through our one and only mediator Jesus Christ. 
 
 
Scripture Readings 
 
We believe that Scripture alone is our sole standard and authority for faith and life. In our services 
each week our Pastor reads portions of scripture from the Old and New Testament. Typically, if he is 
preaching through a New Testament book the reading will be from the Old and vice versa.  
 
 
Intercessory Prayer 
 
Each week one of our elders leads us in a time of intercessory prayer. We pray on behalf of those in 
our church body, our community, nation and needs of believers and circumstances around the world. 
 
 
Offering 
 
God has blessed us spiritually and in material provision. We give of our finances not to repay God 
for His blessings but out of gratitude for His goodness to us. The Apostle Paul noted that even as we 
give to help the needs of the saints our giving is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God (2 
Corinthians 9:12). 
 
 
 
 
 



Sermon 
 
Just as our songs and prayers are part of worship, so also is the sermon. This is the centerpiece of our 
service as we listen to God speak to us through the teaching of His Word. Our Pastor typically 
preaches through books of the Bible. This is called Expository Preaching. He may also preach on 
certain themes or topics.  
 
 
Confessions of Faith 
 
During the history of the church, godly men have created verbal documents to concisely instruct and 
guard the orthodox teachings of the church. These Creeds, Confessions and Catechisms (questions 
and answers) are not inspired by God, as is the Holy Scriptures, but are worthwhile in summarizing 
what we believe in a concise fashion. Each week we speak or sing together one of these confessions 
(such as the Apostles’ Creed) to reinforce the teaching that we have heard as well as to align 
ourselves with the orthodox teachings of the Christian church through the ages. As Presbyterians we 
identify with the Westminster Confession of Faith, as well as the Westminster Larger and Shorter 
Catechisms. At Christ Covenant we also use the Heidelberg Catechism, which was written in 
Germany in 1563 and is the doctrinal confession of many Reformed churches. 
 
 
Words of Institution 
 
The phrasing  “Words of Institution,” refers to the words with which Jesus Christ instituted the 
Lord’s Supper. Our Pastor uses this time to explain and give instructions prior to our participation. 
 
 
Communion 
 
At Christ Covenant we observe communion each week. If you are a believer, have received baptism, 
are in good standing with this or another church and are not harboring unconfessed sins, you are 
invited to participate.  
 
 
Benediction 
 
The Biblical blessing with which our Pastor dismisses the congregation. He sends the Church out 
with the words of God declaring that He alone is able to bless and keep us. 
 
 

Family Worship 
 
At Christ Covenant we strive to encourage families.  In an age where the traditional family is being 
undermined we endeavor to understand and put into practice God’s design for the family.  We carry 
out this mission by praying and caring for one another’s families in our covenant groups, Bible 
studies and discipleship, by offering learning and fellowship opportunities for marriages and 
parenting, and by quarterly parent fellowships to encourage family worship in the home.  



 
We understand through Scripture that we, as couples and parents, have the privilege and 
responsibility to nurture the spiritual development of our families.  Every family is unique with its 
personalities, time schedules and dynamic.  One size or method really does not fit all.  Just as God 
has created us as unique individuals, so it is with families.  Our goal as a church is to encourage 
families to be committed to walking with the Lord together.  We offer a quarterly fellowship for 
parents to encourage family worship.  This is a time of learning and encouragement.  We also have 
“how to” helps on our web-site. 
 



V.  Membership Declarations & Vows 
 
 
1. Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, justly deserving His  

displeasure and without hope save in His sovereign mercy? 
 
2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior of sinners, and do  

you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel? 
 
3. Do you now resolve and promise in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit,  

that you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ? 
 
4. Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best of your ability? 
 
5. Do you submit yourself to the government and discipline of the Church, and promise to  

study its purity and peace? 
 
 

A.  Discussion Of Vows 1-3:  What It Means To Be A Christian 
 
 
1.  Two Diagnostic Questions 
 

Can you say for certain that if you died tonight you would go to heaven? 
 

Suppose you should die tonight, and God would ask you, "Why should I let you into 
heaven?"  What would you say?  
(In other words, how does a person get to heaven?  What is a true Christian?) 

 
 
2.  The Various Stock Answers Given 
 

Uncertainty:  "I really don't know.  In fact, I really don't see how anyone can really know 
for sure in this life." 

 
Universalism:  "Sure I'm a Christian.  Isn't everyone?   Aren't we all children of God?  
God is the Father of all men; therefore we are all brothers.  We may be going by different 
roads, but all of these roads ultimately lead to the same place. 

 
Good Works:  "I certainly hope I'm a Christian.  I'm doing the best I can.  I try to live by 
the Ten Commandments, the Sermon on the Mount, and the Golden Rule.  I've never 
done any really bad things like murder, or robbery, or adultery.  I'm at least average.  If 
God weighs my good works against my sins, I'll probably make it.  I'm doing my best.  
God surely can't ask for more than that!" 

 
Heredity:   "Of course I'm a Christian.  If I'm not, I don't know who is.  My mother and 
father are very devout religious people.  I even have an uncle who is a minister.  I was 
taught Christianity from earliest childhood." 



 
Religious Activity:  "Why yes!  I was baptized as an infant.  I've always gone to church 
and Sunday School.   I was confirmed at the age of fourteen and took my first 
communion.  I've been a faithful church member ever since." 

 
Conversion Experience:   "I know that I'm a Christian because when the evangelist gave 
the invitation, I went forward and made a decision for Christ.  My counselor showed me 
from the Bible that if I accepted Christ as my personal Savior, I would be saved and never 
be lost again.  I didn't want to be lost--hell is a terrible place--so I accepted Jesus, and I 
know now that no matter what happens, God will never reject me." 

 
 
3.  The Bible's Evaluation Of The Stock Answers 
 
If the answer is to be determined simply by what men think, then one person's answer is as good 
as another’s and no one really knows.  But if we look to God's Word and submit to it, then we 
have a standard by which to answer the question. 
 

Uncertainty:  "These things I have written to you who believe on the name of the Son of 
God; that you may know that you have eternal life." (1 John 5:13).  (See also 2 Timothy 
1:12; John 5:24; Romans 8:1;  2 Peter 1:4-11). 

 
Universalism:  The Bible clearly teaches that all men are not "Children of God" and the 
destiny of all men is not heaven.  Jesus said to the Pharisees, "You are of your father the 
devil and your will is to do your fathers desires" (John 8:44). (See also John 3:18, 36; 
John 8:31-44; Revelation 20:11-15; Ephesians 2:2-3; Colossians 3:6; Matthew 25:46; 1 
Timothy 2:5; Acts 4:12; John 14:6). 
 
Good Works:  As important as good works are in the life of a believer, they can never 
save him or make him a Christian.  "For by grace you are saved through faith, and even 
that is not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast."  
(Ephesians 2:8-9) (See also Titus 3:5-6; Romans 3:20; 11:6; Galatians 2:16). 

 
Heredity:  As important as a Christian home is, the Bible makes it clear that this 
privilege does not save us.  "Yet to all who receive Him, to those who believed on His 
name, He gave the right to become children of God - children born not of natural descent, 
nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God (John 1:12-13). (See also 
Philippians 3:4-5). 

 
Religious Activity:  We must not underestimate the importance of church membership, 
baptism, and the Lord's Supper; but these cannot save.  They are the outward signs of the 
saving work of God's spirit in the soul.  "Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did 
we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons, and perform many 
miracles?'  Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you.  Away from me you evil-
doers!" (Matt. 7:22-23).  (See also Mark 7:1-7; John 3:1-8; Luke 18:9-14;  Philippians 3: 
6-7; Galatians 1:14-15; 6:15; Psalm 51:16-17).   

 
Conversion Experience:  The believer should make public profession of his faith in 
Christ, but he does not trust his profession, or in mechanical actions, or in his 



experiences, but in Christ alone.   Neither walking an aisle; praying a certain prayer, nor 
an emotional feeling can save us.  We must not lead a person to think that because he has 
said he was sorry and said he trusted in Jesus he must be saved.  "Faith without works is 
dead" (James 2:26).  "...many believed in his name when they saw the miracles which he 
did.  But Jesus did not trust Himself to them, because He knew all men..." (John 2:23 - 
25).(See also Acts 8:12 - 24; John 3:36; James 2:14-26; II Corinthians 5:17). 

 
 
4.  What Then Is A Christian? 
 
A Christian is a person who has been radically changed by the power of God.  Becoming a 
Christian is not merely a matter of outward reformation, turning over a new leaf, or a matter of 
education or religion.  It is the implanting of an entirely new nature within man.  It is being born 
again, being born from above, being made a new creation, being remade and reoriented at the 
center of being.  Through the proclamation of the Bible, the Holy Spirit creates new life in a 
person so that he begins to think and act differently.  This is not the result of man's own efforts, 
but of the supernatural power of God.  (See Luke 15:24, 32; John 1:12-13; 5:24-25; Romans 
10:17; 1 Corinthians 1:21; II Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15; Ephesians 1:13, 2:1,10, 4:24; 
Colossians 2:13, 3:9-10; Titus 3:5; James 1:17-18; I Peter 1:15-16; II Peter 1:24; I John 2:29, 
3:1-8, 5:1). 
 
A Christian is a person who has become and is becoming increasingly aware of his own 
unworthiness in the sight of God.  He can't save himself (James 2:10).  He realizes not only that 
he has broken the laws of God and deserves to be condemned, but also that he is a sinner by his 
very nature.  (Genesis 6:5; II Chronicles 6:36; Ps. 10:4, 51:1-12, 53:1-3; 58:3, 143:2; Proverbs 
22:15; Ecclesiastes 7:20; Isaiah 53:6; Jeremiah 13:23, 17:9;  Lamentations 3:22; Mark 7:21-23; 
Luke 18:13; John 3:7,19, 8:34,44; Romans 3:9-19, 23, 7:21-24, 8:7-8; Ephesians 2:2-3; II 
Timothy 3:4; I John 1:10; 3:4). 
 
A Christian is a person who believes that Jesus Christ is God manifest in the flesh and the only 
Savior and Substitute of sinners.  He believes that Jesus Christ is truly man and truly God in one 
person, that He is not merely a great human teacher who came to show men the way to God; He 
is God manifest in the flesh who came to reveal God to man.  He also believes that Jesus came to 
save unworthy hell-deserving sinners, becoming their substitute.  He believes that Jesus Christ 
took the place of sinners before the law of God, obeying for them the law that they were unable 
to obey, and that he died to make atonement for the law that sinners had broken.  God accounts 
us as righteous for the sake of Christ alone.  He credits our account with all that Christ did for us. 
 Just as the guilt of our sin has been imputed to Jesus Christ (that is, reckoned to, laid to the 
account of), so God's perfect righteousness (His obedience and work of satisfaction on the cross) 
is imputed to the sinner. 
 
A Christian is a person who has repented of his sins and believed on the Lord Jesus Christ.  His 
faith and repentance do not save him, Jesus Christ saves him, but they are the means by which 
that salvation becomes his own personal experience and possession.  They are necessary gifts of 
God.  The Christian is one who is not only sorry for his sins but comes to hate his sin and forsake 
it because it is displeasing to God.  He turns from his sin in repentance and he turns to Christ in 
faith.  He trusts not in himself but in Christ.  He receives Jesus Christ and depends upon Him 
alone for salvation as it is offered in the Gospel.  Salvation is not just knowledge or intellectual 
assent, but it also involves trust. 



5. What About You? 
 
Can you honestly say that you are a Christian?  If not, why not right now in your heart pray the 
sinners prayer below?  The Bible says in John 1:12,  "Yet to all who received Him, to those who 
believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God." 
 
 
A Prayer:  Dear Lord, I admit that I am a sinner.  I realize that I cannot save myself.  I 
acknowledge the gift of salvation provided in the death of your Son, Jesus Christ.  Give me a 
relationship with you as my Lord and Savior.  Help me to turn away from my sins.  Thank you 
for hearing my prayer and saving me.  In Jesus' name I pray.  Amen. 
 
 
B.  Discussion Of Vow 4   Do you promise to support the Church in its  
     worship and work to the best of your ability? 
 
What do we expect in terms of participation?   
 
1.  A commitment to congregational worship on the Lord’s day.  This is the most important 
activity of the Church, our corporate meeting with the living God. 
 
2.  A commitment to serving.  Each member is a minister, and our Session's goal is to equip the 
individual for the work of the ministry (Ephesians 4:11-12).  This involves identifying gifts and 
abilities and providing the opportunity to minister in areas of giftedness. 
 
3.  A commitment to stewardship. 
 
We affirm the following Biblical principles about giving: 
 

God is the ultimate owner of all that we have (Psalm 24: 1). 
 

God is the provider of all that we have and need (Matthew 6: 30 -34). 
 

Believers are to first give themselves to the Lord before they give money  
(2 Corinthians 8:5). 

 
God's grace given to us in His Son is the example of liberality He holds out for us as we  
consider our giving (2 Corinthians 8:9, 9:15). 

 
 

The believer's giving is to be planned, regular, and proportional to his income  
(I Corinthians 16:2). 

 
Believers who know the abundance of God's grace, and the security of His provision are 
freed to give cheerfully, willingly, and at times "beyond their ability" (2 Corinthians 8 : 2-
3; 9: 7). 
 
Giving is to be private, done to please God, not to impress men (Matthew 6: 1-4). 



 
Each year the session presents a budget at the congregational meeting.  This budget reflects how 
the tithes and offerings of God’s people will be spent in the coming year.  All undesignated 
giving is applied to the budgeted expenses with 14% going to the support of our missionaries.  
Designated gifts (i.e. to missions, building fund, or special projects) are used entirely for the 
purpose given and not for general budgeted expenses. 
 
A copy of this year's budget will be provided at your request. 
 

 
C.  Discussion Of Vow 5   Do you submit yourself to the government  
     and  discipline of the Church, and promise to study its purity and  
     peace? 
 
 
1.  The member's commitment to maintaining peace among the brethren 
 
Scriptural guidelines which guarantee peace within a church 
 

1.)  Go directly to those with whom you have a problem. 
 

“And if your brother sins, go and reprove him in private.”  Matthew 18:15 
 

2.)  Go directly to those who have a problem with you. 
 

“If therefore you are presenting your offering at the altar and there remember that 
your brother has something against you, leave your offering there before the altar and 
go your way; be reconciled to your brother, and then come and present your offering at 
the altar.”  Matthew 5:23-24 

 
3.)  Be charitable in speech rather than unnecessarily negative. 

 
“A good report makes healthy bones.”  Proverbs 15:30 

 
“He who covers a transgression seeks love,  but he who repeats a matter separates 
intimate friends.”  Proverbs 17:9 

 
 

“He who sows discord among the brethren is an abomination to the Lord.”   
Proverbs 6:19 cf. also verses 16-18 

 
“If anyone thinks himself to be religious and yet does not bridle his tongue but 
deceives his own heart, this man's religion is worthless.”  James 1:26 

 
 
 
 



2.  The member's commitment to maintaining purity in life and doctrine 
 
Purity in the way you live 
 

1.)  What is meant by "Purity in the way you live?" 
It is expected of every church member, no matter the depth of spiritual maturity, that he 
or she is seeking to live a life of obedience to Christ free from immoral practices in his or 
her daily life. 

 
2.)  Factors which are essential for such purity 

 
God's word: daily reading and sermons 

 
Prayer: individual, family and corporate  

 
The Sacraments: baptism and regular participation in communion. 

 
Church discipline: discipleship and accountability 

 
Purity in beliefs 
 

1.)  In order to join Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church, one must adhere to the 
essentials of the Christian faith.  These essentials include the inspiration and inerrancy of 
Scripture, the deity and resurrection of Christ, the sinfulness of man, and salvation 
through faith in Christ alone. 

 
2.)  To join Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church, one does not have to adhere to the 
distinctives of Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church such as Calvinism, covenant 
theology, and  infant baptism. 

 
 
3.  The member's commitment to submit to the government and discipline of  
 the church 
 
Church Discipline 
 

Church discipline is the exercise of authority given the Church by the Lord Jesus Christ to 
instruct and guide its members and  to promote its purity and welfare. 

 
The term has two senses:  It refers to the whole government, inspection, training, 
guardianship and control which the church maintains over its members, its officers and its 
courts;  the other a restricted and technical sense, signifying judicial process. 
 

The Purpose Of Church Discipline 
 

The glory of God 
 
The purity of His Church 
 



The restoration of the believer 
 
 
The Process Of Church Discipline 
 

Instruction in the Word 
 

Individual's responsibility to admonish one another  (Matthew 18:15; Galatians 6:1) 
 

If the admonition is rejected, then the calling of one or more witnesses (Matthew 18:16) 
 

If rejection persists, then the church must act through her court (the elders) by 
 

admonition (warning an unrepentant person) 
 

suspension (from the Lord's table of an unrepentant person) 
 

excommunication (removal from church membership when unrepentance 
continues) 

 
deposition (from office, in the case of a deacon or an elder) 

 
 
Biblical Examples Of Sins Subject To Formal Discipline 
 

Unrepentant immorality (I Corinthians 5) 
 

Persistent heresy (I Timothy 1: 18-20) 
 

Extreme factiousness/divisiveness (Titus 3:10) 
 



APPENDIX 
 
 
I.  About Our Worship 
 
It is our intent that our worship services at Christ Covenant are Christ-centered.  Our church 
gathers on the Lord’s Day to participate in a dynamic dialogue.  In our worship we listen as God 
speaks to us through His Word.  We respond to Him and His acts on our behalf, through our 
prayers, confessions, songs and fellowship.  Our services contain liturgical elements that have 
been used by the church from the days of the Apostles to Protestant churches following the 
Reformation.  
 
Our music at Christ Covenant is a creative blend of old and new.  The church is led in singing by 
a small group of singers and supported by a contemporary band of musicians. We sing hymns (to 
both familiar and new melodies), new songs written by the church in our day, and metered 
Psalms, which are translations of the Psalms by using English rhyme.  Our criteria for the songs 
that we sing are: they must be biblically and theologically sound and they must be easy to sing as 
a congregation.  At times we sing hymns and Psalms to melodies that are associated with other 
songs.  This historical practice allows us to sing hundreds of songs with rich texts without having 
to learn hundreds of new melodies. 
 
 
II.  Elements of Worship 
 
Songs of Ascent  
Believers in the Old Testament sang as they journeyed to the temple to worship. Some of these 
songs were called Psalms of Ascent because they were sung as they went up to Jerusalem. As we 
gather on the Lord’s Day we are, figuratively speaking, ascending from our common lives and 
the busy trappings of this world to gather and worship with God’s people. At Christ Covenant we 
begin by singing about the character of God and His attributes as the church gathers to worship. 
 
Welcome and Fellowship 
In a world of individualism we are called to be a community of faith. We warmly welcome and 
greet one another recognizing that we are a church family gathered together. If you are a visitor 
this is an opportunity for us to say, “hello,” and welcome you to our fellowship. We purposely do 
not single out or embarrass our visitors. We are aware that visiting a new church is often 
intimidating. We often greet one another with the New Testament greeting, “Grace and Peace.” 
With this we verbalize our desire that the grace and peace of Jesus Christ be extended to each 
person we greet.  
 
Call to Worship 
We believe God always initiates with sinners, so we begin worship with His Word, His invitation 
to us to gather in His name. 
 
Songs of Praise 
We are commanded through scripture to sing to the Lord. As a church we practice participatory 
singing. Although we have special music from time to time we believe we all have the privilege 
and responsibility to participate as worshippers. 
 



 
Confession of Sin 
The Lord has called us into His glorious presence and in so doing graciously  
grants us the opportunity to confess our sins and receive forgiveness once again.   
Throughout the Scriptures God calls His people to repentance as a reminder of His holiness, His 
hatred of sin, and His desire to extend forgiveness to repentant hearts.   
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Having confessed our sins we need to be assured of our forgiveness in Christ.  During the 
assurance of pardon our Pastor declares God’s written word to us that we are forgiven through 
our one and only mediator Jesus Christ. 
 
Scripture Readings 
We believe that Scripture alone is our sole standard and authority for faith and life. In our 
services each week our Pastor reads portions of scripture from the Old and New Testament. 
Typically, if he is preaching through a New Testament book the reading will be from the Old and 
vice versa.  
 
Intercessory Prayer 
Each week one of our elders leads us in a time of intercessory prayer. We pray on behalf of those 
in our church body, our community, nation and needs of believers and circumstances around the 
world. 
 
Offering 
God has blessed us spiritually and in material provision. We give of our finances not to repay 
God for His blessings but out of gratitude for His goodness to us. The Apostle Paul noted that 
even as we give to help the needs of the saints our giving is also overflowing in many 
thanksgivings to God (2 Corinthians 9:12). 
 
Sermon 
Just as our songs and prayers are part of worship, so also is the sermon. This is the centerpiece of 
our service as we listen to God speak to us through the teaching of His Word. Our Pastor 
typically preaches through books of the Bible. This is called Expository Preaching. He may also 
preach on certain themes or topics.  
 
Confessions of Faith 
During the history of the church, godly men have created verbal documents to concisely instruct 
and guard the orthodox teachings of the church. These Creeds, Confessions and Catechisms 
(questions and answers) are not inspired by God, as is the Holy Scriptures, but are worthwhile in 
summarizing what we believe in a concise fashion. Each week we speak or sing together one of 
these confessions (such as the Apostles’ Creed) to reinforce the teaching that we have heard as 
well as to align ourselves with the orthodox teachings of the Christian church through the ages. 
As Presbyterians we identify with the Westminster Confession of Faith, as well as the 
Westminster Larger and Shorter Catechisms. At Christ Covenant we also use the Heidelberg 
Catechism, which was written in Germany in 1563 and is the doctrinal confession of many 
Reformed churches. 
 
Words of Institution 
The phrasing  “Words of Institution,” refers to the words with which Jesus Christ instituted the 



Lord’s Supper. Our Pastor uses this time to explain and give instructions prior to our 
participation. 
 
Communion 
At Christ Covenant we observe communion each week. If you are a believer, have received 
baptism, are in good standing with this or another church and are not harboring unconfessed sins, 
you are invited to participate.  
 
Benediction 
The Biblical blessing with which our Pastor dismisses the congregation. He sends the Church out 
with the words of God declaring that He alone is able to bless and keep us. 
 
\ 
III.  Family Worship 
 
At Christ Covenant we strive to encourage families. In an age where the traditional family is 
being undermined we endeavor to understand and put into practice God’s design for the family. 
We carry out this mission by praying and caring for one another’s families in our covenant 
groups, Bible studies and discipleship, by offering learning and fellowship opportunities for 
marriages and parenting, and by quarterly parent fellowships to encourage family worship in the 
home.  
 
We understand through Scripture that we, as couples and parents, have the privilege and 
responsibility to nurture the spiritual development of our families. Every family is unique with its 
personalities, time schedules and dynamic. One size or method really does not fit all. Just as God 
has created us as unique individuals, so it is with families. Our goal as a church is to encourage 
families to be committed to walking with the Lord together. We offer a quarterly fellowship for 
parents to encourage family worship. This is a time of learning and encouragement. We also have 
“how to” helps on our web-site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


